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Election fever catches up. High stakes for leaders 
driven by their personal ambitions. Voters become all 
important for political parties in their game for numbers 
who are otherwise ignored post-elections. Political par-
ties are all out to woo voters. Here comes the role of Elec-
tion Manifestos of parties those kindle voters emotions 
promising the sky with myriad of welfarisms that hardly 
sees the day post-elections. Election Manifestos are use-
ful instrument in electoral politics, outlining a political 
party’s promises during an election season and offer a 
useful entry into understanding such party’s intentions. 
How important are the Elections Manifestos? It is a sin-
gle document that has gained increasing importance over 
the years. It is a document that provides the vision of the 
party on its governance and how it will deal with the is-
sues of the people and the Nation in its five years term. 
As the Election Manifestos lay the roadmap of the vision 
of the political party it becomes pertinent to analyse this 
all important document in terms of its value across sec-
tions of the society, nations economy and the monetary 
value for the people and the country’s economy and of 
course their implications for the future of the people 
and the Nation.  The Election Manifesto helps us under-
stand the reality of common perceptions around issues 
such as populism and understand the changing political 
landscape of India in terms of political dynamics, poli-
cy priorities, and public sentiment in India, and enables 
us to predict possibilities post elections. The manifesto 
that has transformed into a party’s promise rather than a 
policy roadmap lays down its action plans in terms of so-
cio-political guarantees, economic guarantees, Develop-
ment, Populism appealing to human emotions, Inclusion 
of vulnerable sections and of course lot of Vagueness on 
issues left open ended to tailor later based on trends and 
needs to appease the people.  Going by their importance, 
Election Manifestos should become tools for accountabil-
ity. Elections lead to change not only in governments but 
also policies governing the nation and its people.  It is 
also important to consider the sincerity and commitment 
of political parties to follow through on their promises. If 
one goes by their past performances, it appears that they 
have not delivered even half on their commitments in the 
past. Despite holding power at both Centre and State lev-
els, they have failed to improve the living conditions of 
the common people. This explains the apathy of the peo-
ple towards politics in general and elections in particular. 
With the sound declaration of becoming the third-largest 
economy in the world by 2030, adding to the aspirations 
of reclaiming the title of a Vishwaguru and the potential 
to define the next 1,000 years for India, 2024 becomes a 
particularly crucial election. The political manifesto thus 
becomes the single most important document to be re-
leased by any party in the next few months. It might as 
well act as a blueprint for the grand vision of the ruling 
dispensation. Election Manifestos of late has become a 
laughing document that is all about mindless freebies 
those are not mass welfare or development schemes but 
smartly categorized thus. Freebies costs are chipped out 
of the government exechequer filled from the harrowing 
lives of honest tax payers and at the cost of compromis-
ing on the overall development and welfare of all in the 
society and the Nation. The government welfare schemes 
are those that address the whole of the society without 
any caste, creed, status, faith and gender bias. Where-
as the mindless freebies unfortunately are unbudgeted 
and mindlessly rolled out just to appease a section of 
voters.  It is time voters started differentiating between 
the government welfare schemes and the mindless free-
bies in the Election Manifestos of parties. It is also time 
the political parties act responsibly with the total good 
of the Nation and the people in mind. Election of India 
should take note of all these. Drastic reforms are need-
ed to empower the Election Commission of India to take 
stringent actions against the political parties from rolling 
out such mindless freebies intended at vote bank politics. 
Reforms should be such that the manifestos should get 
legal validity so that political parties are pinned down to-
tal responsibility and absolute accountability one what 
they list in their manifestos.  But voters even from lesser 
literate rural area are also not fools anymore. They un-
derstand what it is all about. Voters need to be educated. 
ECI should take the onus to initiate. The problems exist 
in majority of countries across the world. But a beginning 
has to be made somewhere sometimes to streamline pol-
itics. Why can’t this be now and from India. 
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DECODING ELECTION 
MANIFESTOS

A well planned and 
Tech-wizards frauds gang 
orchestrated multi-crore 
financial scam is being co-
loured as technical glitch? 

A whooping Rs 820 Crore 
clean sweep from UCO 
Bank’s coffers in just 3 days, 
using IMPS Instant bank to 
bank online transfer mode. 
This is being viewed as sus-
picious mass IMPS (Im-
mediate Payment Service) 
transaction where the cus-
tomers were thousands of 
UCO bank customers who 
received surprised credits 
in their accounts, without 
the senders’ accounts being 
debited. The question is if 
this is a scam by fraudsters, 
vengeance, play to test skills 
to hack and transact by 
ill-minded hackers or just 
another technical glitch? 

Originally considered a 
glitch, technical error issue, 
that occurred in the Inter-
bank Mobile or Immediate 
Payment System (IMPS), a 
24/7 instant domestic fund 
transfer facility accessible 
through various channels, 
including internet banking, 
mobile banking apps, ATMs, 
and bank branches is now 
under investigation. 

It has been alleged that 
during November 10-13 2023 
a mindboggling 8,53,049 sus-
picious mass IMPS trans-
actions took place in which 
an amount totaling Rs 820 
crore was wrongfully cred-
ited, of varying amounts, to 
the accounts of over 41,000 
UCO Bank account hold-
ers. These were against the 
said suspicious IMPS digital 
transfers from 14,500 differ-
ent customer accounts of 7 
private bank account hold-
ers, without their accounts 
being debited. These 41,000 
UCO bank account holders 
are said to have received 
surprise credits of varying 
amounts in their accounts. 
As a result Rs 820 crore was 
lost by UCO Bank. 

It is further alleged that 
this intricate network in-
volved a staggering 8,53,049 
IMPS transactions origi-
nating from 14,000 account 
holders across 7 private 
which were all shown as 
‘failed’ transactions in the 
private bank holder ac-
counts, while they were re-
ceived as success in UCO 
bank system and wrong-
ly credited to 41,000 UCO 
Bank account holders. 

On November 15, UCO 
Bank filed an FIR with the 
Central Bureau of Investi-

gation (CBI) against two of 
its support engineers and 
other unidentified individ-
uals. CBI took over on the 
complaint then on. 

CBI conducted search-
es, in connection with Rs 
820 crore suspicious IMPS 
transactions at UCO bank, 
at 67 locations in seven cities 
across Rajasthan and Maha-
rashtra focusing on people 
who received the surprise 
money, withdrew instantly 
and used it rather than re-
turning it to the bank. This 
second round of searches 
follows the searches those 
were conducted in Decem-
ber 2023 at 13 locations in-
volving private individuals 
and UCO Bank officials in 
Kolkata and Mangalore.

CBI has stated that the 
search operations targeted 
the premises of suspected 
and or accused individuals, 
including private persons 
and bank officials, resulting 
in the recovery of around 
130 incriminating docu-
ments related to UCO Bank 
and IDFC, some evidenc-
es in the form of 43 digital 
electronic devices including 
40 mobile phones, 2 hard 
disks, and internet dongles, 
laptops, computer systems, 
email archives, and debit/
credit cards. Additionally, 
30 suspects were also found 
and examined on the spot. 
CBI is hopeful that it will 
get to the bottom of this and 
almost sure most part of the 
amount would be recovered. 

Numerous account hold-
ers have exploited this sit-
uation, making wrongful 
gains by withdrawing funds 
through various banking 
channels. Do you expect 
a guy to call the bank and 
ask them to take back the 
wrong credit in his account? 
No way. This is India! 

Is this a technical glitch? 
This is what is being investi-
gated. A staggering 8.53 lakh 
IMPS transactions. 14500 
different account holders 
from 7 private banks first 

getting debited for an IMPS 
transactions they never ini-
tiated and then instantly 
the transactions showing as 
failed. But at the same time 
UCO bank gets the IMPS 
transfers and sets 41000 
UCO Bank customers to get 
surprise credits? All these 
doesn’t look like a techni-
cal glitch but a well orches-
trated scam that has been 
given the colour of techni-
cal error to avoid getting 
caught instantly. It sounds 
more likely that just a team 
of devil technical wizards 
orchestrated this to benefit 
the chosen few, but amaz-
ingly has given the colour of 
a glitch by effecting surprise 
credits to close to a million 
UCO Bank account holders. 

Several questions arise 
but remain unanswered. 
How will and how much time 
will it take the investigating 
agencies to scan the identity 
of close to a million account 
holders to identify the real 
thief gang? Even though to-
tal of 8 banks involved only 
UCO Bank, a government 
owned bank is singled out to 
bear the total loss? Why only 
UCO bank, that too when 
this bank’s system was not 
at all involved in initiating 
the transfers? What would 
have happened if the cus-
tomers accounts would also 
have been debited? Would 
the banks credit the wrong 
debits instantly? Unlikely! 
CBI engaging hundreds of 
officials on this search op-
erations and investigations 
sounds an alarm bell signi-
fying a possible scam using 
technology. 

The Finance Ministry 
and the central and other 
financial and cyber and oth-
er investigations agencies 
should sit together often, 
track the modus operan-
di and find the loopholes 
those are being often used 
and evolve solutions right 
from early detection and 
stopping such frauds in the 
future. 

`820 CR LOSS 
TO UCO BANK 

 S H A Badshah 
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Peaceful coexistence 
triggers prosperity through 
unhindered all round devel-
opment for the Nations and 
the people across the world. 
Lasting peace is what all 
crave for. Countries across 
the world, either in conflict 
or trying hard to avoid a 
conflict but focusing on war 
preparedness, are all from 
inside crave for lasting 
peace, except for the ones 
whose leaders believe in 
expansionism, who number 
very few but phenomenally 
affecting the world order. 
None ever would want to 
hear the rattling sound of 
battle tanks and dreadful-
ly menacing noise of the 
swashing air machines. No 
one ever wants conflicts as 
they only bring destruction 
of people to economy, push-
ing them more towards 
poverty that they are trying 
to wriggle out of. Economy 
first is strained and then 
is shattered. Thousands of 
lives are lost spiking the 
number of families of wid-
ows, orphans and the help-
less fighting all the time 
to meet ends meet some-
how or the other. People 
live in fear all the time. In-
dia always has believed in 
peaceful coexistence. India 
always advocates global 
peace and strongly believes 
only dialogues and mature 

diplomacy as effective way 
forward to end to conflicts 
for lasting peace. India has 
multiple problems from 
multiple neighboring coun-
tries across its very long 
borders North to East and 
West to South. In recent 
years, Ladakh, an integral 
part of India, has emerged 
as a flashpoint for territo-
rial control among India, 
China and Pakistan. 

Nestled in the Hima-
layas, the region has wit-
nessed heightened tensions 
and military standoffs, 
casting a shadow over 
peace and stability. Amid 
this backdrop, India’s Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister Dr 
S Jaishankar has reiterat-
ed the pressing need for 
constructive engagement 
among all stakeholders. He 
is clear that Tension over 
Ladakh calls for diplomacy 
and confrontation will only 
be detrimental for the re-
gion. 

He is absolutely correct. 
The landmass has all the 
potential of triggering a 
war among three neighbor-
ing nuclear weapon nations 
and also cannot discount 
the possible involvement of 
other superpowers in the 
garb of helping their cho-
sen allies, but inwardly who 
nurture interests in the re-
gion. 

The Galwan Valley mil-
itary standoff in 2020 high-
lighted the fragility of sta-
tus quo and the urgent need 
for effective mechanisms 
to manage and de-escalate 
crises. Dr Jaishankar’s re-
marks underscore the fun-
damental reality that the 
ongoing tension in Ladakh 
serves neither India nor 
China. Instead, it only per-
petuates a cycle of mistrust 
and escalatory actions that 
undermine the prospects of 
peaceful coexistence and 
regional prosperity. 

Central to Dr Jaishan-
kar’s statement is that the 
resolution of tension in La-
dakh is not the convention-
al military posturing but 
needs a multifaceted ap-
proach. While maintaining 
robust defence prepared-
ness is absolutely essential 
to safeguard national inter-
ests, lasting peace hinges 
only on cordial dialogues, 
mature diplomacy and mu-
tual respect for territorial 
integrity. To put things in 
perspective, the Ladakh 
dispute has roots in history, 
with the main cause being 
an ill-defined, 2,100-mile-
long border. The Line of 
Actual Control (LAC) is the 
de facto border between In-
dia and China, but vaguely 
defined. Rivers, lakes and 
snow-caps along the fron-

tier mean the line can shift, 
bringing military forces 
face to face at many points, 
thus sparking a possible 
confrontation.

In this scenario, it is dif-
ficult to resolve the dead-
lock and ascertain the ter-
ritorial boundary quickly. 
India’s stance on Ladakh 
aligns with its broader for-
eign policy objectives, char-
acterised by a commitment 
to upholding the principles 
of sovereignty, territorial 
integrity and peaceful reso-
lution of all disputes. 

By emphasising the im-
portance of dialogue and 
diplomacy, India seeks to 
create an environment 
conducive to constructive 
engagement with all stake-
holders. The External Af-
fairs Minister’s remarks 
also highlights the critical 
role of Pakistan in the re-
gional dynamics. Pakistan’s 
sustained support for 
cross-border terrorism and 

its destabilising activities 
pose significant challenges 
to regional peace and secu-
rity. 

Addressing the issue 
of terrorism is a prerequi-
site for normalising rela-
tions between India and 
Pakistan. As a responsible 
member of the internation-
al community, India advo-
cates for concerted efforts 
to completely eradicate ter-
rorism. It will also be a vi-
tal step towards promoting 
continued stability in the 
whole of the South Asian 
region. 

By advocating construc-
tive dialogues and mutual 
respect for each other, In-
dia seeks to open avenues 
for a stable and prosperous 
future for the region and its 
people. Everyone involved 
should heed to rational 
voices for lasting peace that 
will reverberate across not 
only the region but across 
the world. 

Living With Peace

Non-controversial, soft 
spoken and popular Bhara-
tiaya Janata Party (BJP) 
leader Bhupendra Patel 
is the 17th Chief Minister 
of Gujarat taking over the 
mantle from Vijay Rupani 
in 2021. He is the Gujarat 
CM for the 2nd time since 
2022, following BJP’s re-
cord seventh consecutive 
victory in the state’s Legis-
lative Assembly elections, 
his first term being that in 
2021 till date the state went 
in for the assembly elec-
tions in 2022.  Gujarat CM 
Bhupendra Rajnikant Pa-
tel rose through the ranks 
to become the first Chief 
Minister from Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat’s business capi-
tal and its largest city. He 
fought his first major elec-
tion in 2010 as a Corporator 
from the Ahmedabad Mu-
nicipal Corporation (AMC) 
and went on to become the 
standing committee chair-
person, before he went on 
to contest Assembly elec-
tions in 2017 in which he 

defeated Congress candi-
date Shashikant Patel by 
a huge margin of over one 
lakh votes. He has since re-
tained this seat since then. 
He was the surprise but 
unanimous choice of the 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and the legislators, as 
he has not been embroiled 
in any major controversy 
in his career.

Holding a diploma in 
civil engineering, Patel 
was in the real-estate and 
construction business for 
the last 25 years. His son-
in-law runs a construction 
company. Patel started out 
by running a shop selling 
firecrackers in Dariapur in 
Ahmedabad’s walled city 
area and won elections 
from the Memnagar Nag-
arpalika in the 1990s, the 
area now a part of Ahmed-
abad Municipal Corpora-
tion limits. He rose through 
the ranks to become the 
first chief minister from 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat’s 
business capital and its 

largest city. Patel, 60, won 
the Ghatlodia seat, part 
of the Gandhinagar Lok 
Sabha constituency, with 
the highest margin of 1.92 
lakh votes in the 2022 elec-
tions. He is popular Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) activist and had 
been a known face in peo-
ple welfare activities. He is 
the trustee of Sardardham 
Vishwa Patidar Kendra 
and Chairman of the stand-
ing committee of Vishwa 
Umiya Foundation. He is 
a follower of Akram Vig-
nan Movement founded by 
Dada Bhagwan.

A low-profile BJP lead-
er and the first from the 
Kadva Patidar sub-group 
to become CM. Patel, who 
was then a first-time MLA, 
replaced Vijay Rupani in 
September 2021 in a sur-
prise move. This was seen 
as part of the party’s larger 
plan to carry out institu-
tional changes across the 
different levels of leader-
ship in the state before the 
2022 elections.  The Patidar 
community, which forms 
BJP’s core vote bank, was 
seen as drifting away from 
it over the last few years. 
The 2015 Patidar agita-
tion, which led to Hardik 
Patel becoming a signifi-
cant leader, was also seen 
as a sign of the communi-
ty’s dissatisfaction with 
the BJP. Bhupendra Patel 

hence became the fifth Pa-
tidar leader to become CM, 
after Anandiben Patel, Kes-
hubhai Patel, Babubhai Pa-
tel and Chimanbhai Patel. 
In 2022, CM Patel launched 
a new Gujarat IT/ITeS pol-
icy 2022-2027. His govern-
ment also became the first 
state to set up a committee 
to study modalities and im-
plementation of Uniform 
Civil Code in the state, ap-
plying the same to the citi-
zens of the state. 

Under his Chief Min-
istership, Gujarat rose 
further to become one of 
most favoured foreign in-
vestment-friendly destina-
tion. Gujarat now boasts 
of several mega industries 
that is boosting not only 
the State’s but also the na-
tions’ economy. A cricket 
enthusiast, Patel has been 
spearheading the sports 
infrastructure develop-
mental programs as Guja-
rat prepares itself to bid 
for Youth Olympics 2029 
and Olympics 2036 which 
has remained the key focus 
of the Chief Minister who 
has been chairing several 
high-level meetings as he 
doesn’t want anything left 
to chance as the State bids 
for these two prestigious 
global sports events. The 
CM also has been push-
ing hard for setting up a 
‘knowledge and sports cor-
ridor’ in three different lo-

cations in Ahmedabad.
Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi recently an-
nounced in Chennai that 
the Centre was working on 
hosting the two Olympics. 
The Youth Olympic Games 
are a multi-sports event 
for athletes from 15 to 18, 
modelled after the Olym-
pic Games. It is only natu-
ral that CM Pateel doesn’t 
want to miss this opportu-
nity that will also trigger 
all round fast-paced devel-
opment of the State. 

The incidental CM has 
skirted controversy and 
gained public acceptance 
with his easy accessibility, 
cordiality with all includ-
ing the opposition party 
leader and his no-nonsense 
working style. Gujarat 
CM Patel’s working style 
with strong will to resolve 
complex problems quickly 
has made him a very pop-
ular leader in the party 
and among the people of 
Gujarat. He has also been 
touring extensively to con-
nect with the people and 
the party workers ensur-
ing quick solutions even to 
complex issues. 

Patel now has the huge 
responsibility to shoulder 
to help BJP garner all of 
the 26 Lok Sabha seat in 
the crucial 2024 general 
election where Prime Min-
ister Modi has set a target 
of 400+. 

Patel’s Gujarat
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Kejariwal somehow 
steals the headlines for 
all wrong reasons. In a 
election time when a pol-
ity is making all out at-
tempts to woo voters to 
their camp, Delhi Chief 
Minister is stealing the 
limelight hurting the sen-
timents of some sections 
in the society owing to his 
continuing habit of telling 
lies and making irrelevant 
and politically incorrect 
statements. An all out no 
words barred war has be-
gun between Aam Aadmi 
Party’s (AAP) and Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leaders . This time it over 
the implementation of 
CAA. The Sikhs, Jains and 

Christians, among others, 
are up in arms against 
CM Kejariwal over his 
remarks on the imple-
mentation of CAA by the 
Union Government. The 
controversy was triggered 
by CM Kejariwal over his 
comments in a press re-
cent conference. At a re-
cent press conference, 
Kejriwal alleged that the 
Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) wants to settle 
poor people hailing from 
minority communities 
in Afghanistan, Pakistan 
and Bangladesh in the 
country through the CAA 
and create a vote bank for 
itself. He also mindlessly 
alleged that those com-

ing from Pakistan and 
Bangladesh and settling 
here will be given jobs 
and houses and that, in 
turn, will affect the local 
population.  The Centre 
implemented the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act, 
2019, paving the way for 
grant of citizenship to un-
documented non-Muslim 
migrants from Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Afghan-
istan who came to India 
before December 31, 2014. 

Hindu and Sikh ref-
ugees living in various 
parts of Delhi staged a 
protest near Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal’s Civil 
Lines residence, demand-
ing an apology from him 

over his derogatory state-
ments against the Hindu 
refugees and the imple-
mentation of the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act 
(CAA). The protesters 
said Kejriwal should 
withdraw his statements 
against the CAA and ref-
ugees and tender an apol-
ogy. “The Narendra Modi 
government is giving us 
citizenship while Kejriwal 
is asking who will give us 
jobs and houses. He does 
not understand our pain 
said one of the protesters.

In another develop-
ment earlier BJP accused 
Kejariwal of total neglect 
of the welfare of the Hin-
du refugees which he or 
any of his leaders had 
ever visited the camp to 
interact with the poor 
struggling Hindu refugees 
who were forced out of 
their countries neighbor-
ing India. H

The local BJP unit of 
Chandni Chowk has been 
offering support to Paki-
stan refugees housed in 
the Delhi Refugee camps 
who were moved to these 
camps 13 years ago when 
Congress government was 
in power. Surprisingly the 
local AAP MLA and their 
party workers were miss-
ing from relief works in 
these camps even during 
the trying Covid pandem-
ic times, BJP alleges. 

After the Aam Aadmi 
Party’s allegation that 
the Central Government 
is trying to bulldoze the 
houses of Pakistani Hin-
du refugees in the Na-

tional Capital, Delhi BJP 
President Virendra Sach-
deva said that it is regret-
table to see AAP leaders 
including Minister Sau-
rabh Bhardwaj indulging 
in “dirty politics”.

“In an order, the Na-
tional Green Tribunal 
(NGT) had ordered long 
ago removal of encroach-
ments on the river bank 
south of Gurdwara Ma-
jnu ka Tila but with a hu-
manitarian approach, the 
concerned wing of DDA 
delayed it. When remov-
al became inevitable the 
DDA issued a notice of 
removal but in the notice, 
it offered Pakistan refu-
gees temporary alternate 
accommodation against 
BJP efforts and interven-
tion of the LG,” he said.

However, Kejariw-
al claims these acts to 
support the Hindu ref-
ugees by the Central 
government is for vote 
bank politics. These are 
damaging statement and 
shows his anti-Hindu at-
titude and it is he play-
ing pretentious Hindut-
wa vote bank politics by 
pretending to be Hindu 
devotee. BJP accuses 
that it is Kejariwal who 
is playing the dirty vote 
bank politics. All said the 
foul mouth of Kejariwal, 
piling heaps of lies in ad-
dition, gets into a web of 
troubles even as he fac-
es imminent arrest that 
he is cunningly avoiding,  
in the money laundering 
case related to the Li-
quor and other scams. 

KEJARIWAL CAUGHT 
IN CAA STORM

The former Pondicher-
ry Collector E Vallavan, a 
promotee IAS, clinging on 
to Pondicherry adminis-
tration flouting even the 
Home Ministry orders 
that transferred him out 
of UT of Pondicherry to 
Goa, amidst piling up al-
legations against him of 
his alleged involvement 
in rampant corruption 
and hoodwinking the 
Puducherry Chief Minister 

to favour him, had been 
catching the headlines in 
the territory for some time 
now. 

It surprised many that 
the ex-Collector was seen 
hanging around in the UT 
administration even af-
ter Union Home Ministry 
transfer orders and that 
the new Collector had al-
ready taken charge. How-
ever, it is learnt that against 
complaints to the Union 

Home Ministry against the 
flouting even the Home 
Ministry orders by Valla-
van, the Union Home Sec-
retary is said to have in-
structed the Pondicherry 
Chief Secretary to ensure 
that this HM order flouting 
officials are immediately 
moved out to Goa per the 
order. The latest news that 
finally Vallvan and other 
officials who were flouting 
the Union Home Ministry 

transfer orders have final-
ly been relieved off their 
responsibilities and have 
been ordered to march out 
of the territory to take up 
their new roles in the new 
States. 

Several in the bureau-
cracy and polity now are 
relieved that allegedly cor-
rupt and arrogant officer 
finally is off the territory to 
take on his new charge and 
role in Goa. 

Vallavan Moves Out

Gyanesh Kumar and 
Sukhbir Sandhu, both 
retired IAS officers, ap-
pointed as Election Com-
missioners in a meeting 
chaired by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. 

This announcement 
came hours after Con-
gress Leader of Opposi-
tion in Lok Sabha Adhir 
Ranjan Chowdhury said 

that the two former IAS 
officers have been giv-
en the positions. Gya-
nesh Kumar and Sukh-
bir Singh Sandhu have 
been appointed in the 
place of Anup Chandra 
Pandey and Arun Goel. 
Pandey had demitted of-
fice on attaining the age 
of 65 years, while Goel 
resigned suddenly in a 

move that surprised 
many and necessitated 
the expedited appoint-
ment of the two new 
Election Commission-
ers. It was critical that 
the Election Commis-
sion has all three mem-
bers in their respective 
positions, as the Lok 
Sabha elections are 
around the corner. The 
poll panel is headed by 
Chief Election Com-
missioner Rajiv Ku-
mar. Sources said the 
Commission is likely to 
announce the dates of 
the Lok Sabha polls on 
March 15 or 16.

The appointment of 
the two new Election 
Commissioners came 
after a meeting was 
held of a three-mem-
ber high-level selection 
board led by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi. 
Adhir Ranjan Chowd-

hury was one of the three 
members of the panel ap-
pointed to pick the poll 
officers. Gyanesh Ku-
mar and Sukhbir Singh 
Sandhu’s names were 
finalised from among six 
shortlisted candidates of 
the 236 names suggested, 
who are all former bu-
reaucrats. 

NEW ELECTION 
COMMISSIONERS
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Following the exper-
iments on introducing 
“Open Book” exams which 
is still in pilot experiment 
process, continuing the 
reforms in the education 
system per the New Edu-
cation Policy (NEP), The 
National Council for Ed-
ucational and Research 
Training (NCERT) has 
introduced a new and rev-
olutionary student assess-
ment system, the Holis-
tic Progress Card (HPC), 
aiming to transform and 
provide a comprehen-
sive overall evaluation of 
students’ progress right 
through the year includ-
ing their performance at 
home as follow up of their 
school class studies. 

Through this new ‘HPC 
report card’ students 
won’t be evaluated just 
at the end of the year by 
teachers, but throughout 
the year. It will take into 
account the skills and 
competencies of students 
assessing various aspects 
of their learning includ-
ing their communication 
skills, socio-emotional 
skills, cognitive abilities, 
and creativity, through 

descriptive forms of eval-
uation instead of only 
evaluating their academic 
qualities that is in prac-
tice in the current student 
evaluation system. 

The HPC aligns with 
the National Curriculum 
Framework for School Ed-
ucation (NCFSE), aiming 
to make evaluation more 
learner-centric. The HPC 
promotes self awareness 
and self-esteem as Stu-
dents would be engaged 
not in just evaluating not 
only their own perfor-
mance but also that of 
their classmates. It di-
verges from traditional 
evaluation methods by 
incorporating inputs from 
classmates, and self-as-
sessment by students and 
more so inputs from par-
ents on their child’s abil-
ity to do homework, fol-
low lessons, and balance 
screen time with extracur-
ricular activities at home. 

In the new Student’s 
Evaluation system, the 
Parents will play a crucial 
role in the assessment pro-
cess, providing insights 
into a child’s performance 
at home. Peer evaluation 

fosters collaboration and 
mutual learning among 
classmates, enhancing the 
overall learning experi-
ence. 

Developed by PARA-
KH, a standard-setting 
body under the NCERT, 
the HPC has been already 
designed for the founda-
tional stage (Classes 1 and 
2), the preparatory stage 
(Classes 3 to 5) and the 
middle stage (Classes 6 
to 8), notes an Indian Ex-
press report. Work is cur-
rently on to prepare one 
for the secondary stage. 

Following successful pi-
lot studies in select states, 
NCERT has directed 
states and UTs to adopt 
the HPC according to 
their contextual require-
ments, to start with. Near-
ly 15 to 16 states, along 
with CBSE schools, have 
embraced this innovative 
assessment model. Plans 
are underway to digitise 
student records through 
the Vidya Samiksha Kend-
ra platform, streamlining 
the assessment process. 
CBSE has adopted the 
HPC model for the foun-
dational stage, categoris-

ing students into beginner, 
progressing, or proficient 
categories.

Workshops and consul-
tations with state and cen-
tral boards are underway 
for the development of 
the HPC for the secondary 
stage, which will also in-
clude board exams.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi Government’s 
ambitious NEP reforms 
thrust is based on the 
NEP committee formed 
in 2017 headed by Dr K 
Kasturirangan who pre-
sented their recommen-
dations in 2020. It is too 
good to see the most 
needed reforms in the ed-
ucations sector that has 
only been following what 
the Britishers left behind 
as their legacy for the In-
dian educationists to fol-
low, which was filled with 
flaws and not conforming 
to the cultural and mind-
sets of the majority peo-
ple of the country. 

However, caution has 
to be followed while pro-
ceeding with the NEP 
recommendations as one 
has to keep in mind the 
current school student 

mindset and their con-
duct which in itself needs 
a lot of reform to fit into 
the changing needs and 
global trends. It is good to 
involve the parents in the 
student evaluation system 
and also the student to 
assess those of their class-
mates. This may produce 
misleading inputs as many 
a students in urban area 
are unruly and the rural 
areas are still in the hands 
of the upper and the afflu-
ent. It is possible that the 
parents on their own give 
a wrong report or that 
the unruly ward himself 
pressurizes the parents 
to give a wrong report in 
his favour. There are also 
chances that unruly stu-
dents may bully the able 
and sober students to pro-
duce favorable inputs in 
their favour. 

While it is commend-
able and all should wel-
come the reforms in this 
sector, one should also fol-
low caution in introducing 
the newer reforms keep-
ing in mind the negative 
impacts on good and able 
students’ community of 
the country. 

NEW HPC CARD EVALUATION

Bangalore: In a sur-
prise and drastic move 
Byju Raveendran, the 
founder and former CEO, 
has shut Byju’s chain 
coaching centres across 
the country, except for 
their Head Office at IBC 
Knowledge Park in Ben-
galuru, where over 1,000 
employees work. All other 
office premises across the 
country have been vacat-
ed by the EduTech giant. 
Employees at Bengaluru 
headquarters and the 300 
Byju’s tuition centres will 
continue by working from 
home. 

Byju’s said the decision 
has been taken to address 
imminent liquidity cri-
sis. The process has been 
going on for the past few 
months as the company 
did not renew several of 
its contracts for offices 
across cities as a way to 
cut costs. The closure of 
all offices across the coun-
try is said to be a decision 
of Byju’s India CEO Ar-
jun Mohan’s restructur-
ing strategy endorsed by 
Byju Raveendran.  Byju’s 
has been facing a crisis 
and has laid off thousands 
of employees in the past 
year. It has also defaulted 
on paying the full salaries 
of its employees for the 
month of February 2024. 
It released a part of the 
salaries and promised to 

pay the rest once it is able 
to use the funds from the 
rights issue.

The EduTech firm, 
once valued at over US$20 
billion, has been suffer-
ing massive losses with 
over 90% downgrading in 
valuation. Byju’s has lost 
key investors. Even its 
auditor Deloitte resigned 
over concerns regarding 
corporate governance, 
as well as a legal dispute 
with lenders in the Unit-
ed States. Raveendran 
is locked in legal fights 
with several of its lenders 
in the US amounting to 
over a $1.2 billion in loans 
alone. Raveendran, once 
touted to be the poster 
boy of India’s EduTech 
start-up ecosystem, who 
witnessed a meteoric rise 
before his swift fall owing 
to the ongoing crisis, has 
been under fire for the 
firm’s phenomenally dip-
ping fortunes. The Edu-
Tech company has been 
facing financial challeng-
es, including cash-flow is-
sues and several disputes 
including those with its 
creditors. 

The embattled Edu-
Tech company has been 
in a legal tussle with its 
investors regarding the 
legitimacy of funds raised 
from a recently completed 
rights issue offering. The 
company’s major stake-

holders recently voted to 
remove Byju Raveendran 
from his position as chief 
executive officer (CEO) 
and strip him of his au-
thority. Byju Raveendran, 
the founder and former 
CEO, has faced a loss of 
support from key inves-
tors following a series of 
crises.

However, Byju Raveen-
dran has contested this 
decision, claiming that 
the resolution was passed 
during a meeting attend-
ed only by a “small co-
hort of select sharehold-
ers” and asserted that 
the resolutions from the 
extraordinary gener-
al meeting were invalid 
and ineffective. Raveen-
dran, a former engineer, 
an Indian entrepreneur, 
investor and educator 
who, with his wife Divya 
Gokulnath, co-founded 
Byju’s against whom the 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has been investigat-
ing various allegations. 
He is now facing the heat 
of an enforced travel re-
striction outside the 
country, as the Director-
ate of Enforcement (ED) 
seeks a ‘look out circular’ 
(LOC) against him, over 
alleged foreign exchange 
violations amounting to a 
whooping loot of `9,362.35 
crore under FEMA. The 
move is aimed at prevent-

ing Raveendran, who has 
been frequently travelling 
between Delhi and Dubai 
for the past several years, 
from leaving the country 
till the investigations are 
completed. 

In fact these new age 
coaching institutes have 
over time become status 
symbols for the rich stu-
dents and parents. The 
exorbitant fees only feed 
the rich to become rich-
er, unmindful of the aspi-
rations of the youth also 
from lower strata of the 
society. The coaching In-
stitutes’ fees are sky high 
making it possible only for 
the richer to pursue them, 
as the more and most eli-
gible from the weaker sec-
tions are left out to mend 
on their own with little 
success. It is just that 
these Institutes are loot-
ing the public. 

Commercialization of 
education should not be 
allowed any time longer. 
It is time for the govern-
ment to intervene putting 
an end to unjustified ex-
orbitant fees by framing 

appropriate laws so that 
professional coaching 
becomes affordable to 
all, even to the weakest 
sections in the society. 
Though this is unlikely, 
with their political lobby 
so powerful, poor only can 
hope for pleasant changes 
in coming times should 
their destiny change spik-
ing upwards ever. 

There are only very few 
like the famous Khan Sir 
who appear committed 
to shaping the career of 
youth at most affordable 
prices despite using high-
end advanced teaching 
techniques enabling job 
avenues even to those 
from the lowest income 
groups. But such nation-
alist minded professional 
career mentors cannot 
cover all of the aspiring 
youth of the country. 

It will only be right the 
greedy and the wrong-do-
ers are punished halting 
their luxury run at the 
cost of the poor parents 
of the students who are 
wooed by such coaching 
centres. 

Byju’s Shuts Shop
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KERALA

It’s Rahul Gandhi vs 
Annie Raja in Kerala’s 
Wayanad parliamentary 
constituency! Strange are 
Indian political games, 
‘Friends outside, foes in-
side’! 

Rahul Gandhi, going by 
latest congress LS seat list, 
will sweat it out in Wayanad 
to defeat Annie Raja, the 
CPI National Executive 
Member, General Secretary 
of the National Federation 
of Indian Women and wife 
of CPI General Secretary 
D Raja. Wayanad voted for 
Rahul in the last 2019 LS 
elections with an astound-
ing margin.  

While it is a compulsion 
for the CPI to field its strong 
candidate in Wayanad that 
it got as its seat share from 
Left Democratic Front 
(LDF), for Rahul it is a safe 
winning seat choice, and 
now a prestige issue. The 
LDF candidate Annie Raja 
has already kick-started her 
campaign in Wayanad. She 
is unlikely to give up. Rahul 
is yet to be seen in the con-
stituency, as the party feels 
he has already won the seat.

As two big names of the 
newly formed opposition 
grouping I.N.D.I. alliance 
bloc clash in Wayanad, Ra-
hul has again come under 
fire from the LDF for choos-
ing to pit himself in a seat 
where his main opponent is 
an alliance party candidate 
outside Kerala. 

“We have announced our 
candidates and we are con-
testing to win seats because 
we need to be at the fore-
front of the fight against 
fascist forces. Now it is for 
the Congress to decide, 
they can put any candidate 
that is their right but we 
hope that good sense will 
prevail,” Annie Raja said. 
Unfortunately, it didn’t. 
Who is to blame? 

CPI general secretary D 
Raja said that Gandhi and 
the Congress must serious-
ly introspect about whom 
they consider their primary 
target, the BJP or the Left. 
Rahul Gandhi’s stature is 
such that he should have 
fought the LS polls from 
any other seat, directly con-
fronting the BJP, CPI leader 
Raja added.

But then, even in 2019, 

Rahul had contested 
against a CPI candidate. 
The difference this time 
is, the LDF has fielded a 
well-known face. Wayanad 
is largely considered a safe 
seat for the Congress lead-
er Rahul and it has been 
a citadel of the Congress 
party for sometime now. 
Earlier to Rahul, Wayanad 
sent Congress leader MI 
Shanavas to the Lok Sabha 
twice in 2009 and 2014. The 
Wayanad parliamentary 
constituency predominant-
ly comprises of tribals, the 
marginalized and the mi-
nority communities. 

In 2019, Rahul Gandhi 
was elected from the con-
stituency defeating CPI’s 
P P Suneer by a whopping 
4,31,770 votes. The BJP-
backed BDJS candidate 
Thushar Vellappally trailed 
behind to close as third. 

IUML bats for Rahul. For 
the LDF’s allegation, Indi-
an Union Muslim League 
(IUML) leader and ex-MLA 
C Mammotty says that the 
LDF should have thought 
well before fielding a nation-
al leader like Annie Raja in 
a constituency where it is a 
cakewalk for the Congress. 
But the Wayanad CPI (M) 
district secretary P Gagarin 
contradicts saying the vot-
ers here feel let down by 
Rahul Gandhi. 

Annie Raja, a native of 
Kerala, is a familiar face 
with the people here with 
her home nearby and eas-
ily accessible. Mammotty 
counters saying a national 
leader like Rahul Gandhi 
has ensured that he visit-
ed the constituency during 

troubled times of catastro-
phe or tragedy like the 
floods or man-animal con-
flict. CPI(M)’s Gagarin re-
fuses to buy the argument. 
He says people voted for 
Rahul last time expect-
ing him to solve the issues 
faced by the people. But in 
the last five years, he has 
failed to intervene effec-
tively to solve the burning 
issues of the constituency, 
he added. 

The man-animal con-
flict, night travel ban on 
Kozhikode-Kollegal Nation-
al Highway which passes 
through Bandipur Tiger 
Reserve, railway connectiv-
ity and the livelihood issues 
of the tribals and farmers 
have remained unattended.

Significantly, in 2019, 
Rahul had managed to net 
an amazing chunk of LDF 
votes. Gagarin says this is 
not going to happen this 
time around as things have 
changed since then. 

There are several other 
burning issues those could 
greatly spice up the contest 
this time. Interestingly, the 
BJP is yet to announce its 
candidate. BJP is slowly 
making inroads expanding 
its south footprints and no 
more can be considered in-
significant. However, even if 
BJP is to field a tribal lead-
er like CK Janu, Wayanad is 
likely to witness a no-holds 
barred fight basically be-
tween the two leaders of 
the same anti-BJP group-
ing, with ‘coalition dharma’ 
going for a great spin! In-
teresting would be, who will 
have the last laugh, Rahul 
or Raja? 

Wayanad Fight Of Titans

Kerala Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan 
decried ‘weakening sec-
ularism’ in India, rais-
ing concerns over the 
“increasing attacks on 
secularism and minori-
ties in India” and called 
the Kerala state a “safe 
haven” for minorities.  
Kerala Chief Minister 
expresses concern over 
minorities’ experiences 
in India

Pinarayi Vijayan al-
leges some elements 
undermining diversity 
and secularism Says 
Kerala taking action 
to ensure equal justice 
and protection Kera-
la CM Pinarayi Vijayan 
stated that minorities 
in India are facing bit-
ter experiences, and 
there is an increasing 
attack on the nation’s 
sense of secularism. He 
expressed concerns re-
garding the “weakening 
secular nature” of the 
country and said that 
Kerala stands apart in 
this aspect. Condemn-
ing the use of religion 
for political purposes, 
he expressed concern 
over the erosion of the 
separation between pol-
itics and religion. The 
Kerala Chief Minister 
further accused certain 
elements of attempting 
to destroy diversity and 
asserted that minorities 
are not receiving their 
due share of progress. 

In a bid to address 
these concerns, Kerala 
is actively taking effec-
tive action to ensure 
equal justice and pro-
tection for all residents, 
promoting an environ-
ment where living in the 
country does not pose 
particular concerns 
for any community CM 
Vijayan  said during a 
face-to-face program 
with minority groups, 
projecting Kerala as 
a “safe haven” for mi-

norities. The Chief Min-
ister was interacting 
with representatives of 
Muslim organisations, 
Mutavallis, Mahalla 
committee officials, 
Madrasa teachers, and 
students during the IN-
SAF program organised 
by the Minority Welfare 
Department in Thiruva-
nanthapuram. 

Vijayan further stat-
ed it is unfortunate that 
in various states like 
Haryana, Chhattisgarh, 
Uttar Pradesh, and Ma-
nipur, minorities face 
attacks, insecurity, and 
their places of worship, 
houses, and commer-
cial establishments are 
demolished using bull-
dozers.

CM Vijayan said that 
Kerala, in contrast, 
stands as a symbol of 
unity, bringing togeth-
er people of different 
faiths without distinc-
tions. He also alleged 
that efforts to demon-
ise Muslims and other 
minorities as fifth-col-
umnists and treacher-
ous extremists are very 
strong in the country. 
Kerala CM Vijayan add-
ed that Kerala is the 
only state in India with-
out communal conflict, 
attributing this harmo-
ny not only to the gov-
ernment but also to the 
people of the state. 

BJP Weakening 
SECULARISM

Kerala Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan urged 
higher education institu-
tions to attain global stan-
dards in research. Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
stresses the importance of 
conducting a serious eval-
uation of Kerala’s research 
standards to achieve glob-
al excellence. Rightly, the 
government’s significant 
investment in the research 

sector over the past three 
years is viewed not as an 
expense but as an invest-
ment for the future. The 
government aims for thor-
ough reforms in the high-
er education sector, with 
a focus on efficiency and 
student-centric approach-
es, including the introduc-
tion of a four-year degree 
course. Kerala CM Vijayan 
emphasised the need for a 

serious evaluation of the 
state’s performance in 
achieving global standards 
in research.  CM Vijayan 
noted Kerala’s distinction 
as the state with the high-
est expenditure on student 
scholarships. He urged a 
critical examination of the 
state’s inability to reach 
world-class research stan-
dards, emphasising the im-
portance of internal excel-

lence. He called for serious 
consideration and sugges-
tions for addressing this 
issue.  Keala CM empha-
sised the need for compre-
hensive reforms to align 
with changing times. He 
mentioned the upcoming 
introduction of a four-year 
degree course, which aims 
to make the education sys-
tem at arts and science 
colleges more efficient and 

student-centric. CM Vi-
jayan highlighted the glob-
al trend towards a multi-
disciplinary approach in 
higher education and stat-
ed that the government 
is actively working to pre-
pare the youth for future 
challenges. He expressed a 
vision for Kerala to become 
a recognised hub of higher 
education nationally and 
internationally.

Global Standard R&D 
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Kerala Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan 
slammed Centre for noti-
fying the rules of CAA, an 
open challenge to human-
ity and said that the law 
won’t be implemented in 
the state. 

Kerala Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan said 
that the decision by the 
BJP-led union govern-
ment to implement the 
contentious Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA) 
weeks ahead of the Lok 
Sabha elections is aimed 
at ‘dividing people, in-
citing communal senti-
ments and undermining 
the very basic principles 
of the Constitution’ and 
declared that Kerala gov-
ernment will not imple-
ment them.

The Centre on Mon-
day evening issued a 
notification of the rules 
of the CAA, paving the 
way for its implementa-
tion across the country. 
The law aims to give cit-
izenship to non-Muslim 
migrants from Afghan-
istan, Bangladesh and 
Pakistan who came to 
India before December 
31, 2014. Warning that 
the Centre’s move will 
unsettle the nation, the 
Kerala CM called for 
united opposition to the 
decision to stratify In-
dian citizens who have 
equal rights. “This can 
only be seen as part of 
the Hindutva commu-
nal agenda of the Sangh 
Parivar and the ruling 
BJP. It is a blatant viola-

tion of the Constitution 
to grant citizenship to 
non-Muslims who immi-
grated to India from Pa-
kistan, Bangladesh and 
Afghanistan on or before 
December 31, 2014 and 
to deny citizenship only 
to Muslims. Indian citi-
zenship is being defined 
in terms of religion. It 

is an open challenge to 
humanity, the country’s 
traditions and its peo-
ple,” the Kerala CM said.

Similar to Kerala sev-
eral other States also 
are up in arms against 
the CAA legislation. But 
there is nothing they 
can do. According to 
the Indian Constitution, 
states cannot refuse 
to implement the CAA 
as citizenship falls un-
der the jurisdiction of 
the Centre and not the 
state. Also, speaking to 
India Today TV, legal ex-
perts affirmed that the 
implementation cannot 
be blocked by the state 
governments, and they 
would be left with “no 
option” but to imple-
ment the CAA in their 

states. As such this is a 
central subject and the 
era of digital communi-
cation. Those who are el-
igible will have to apply 
in the prescribed format 
online and upload all the 
mandatory documents, 
again online. It is all 
digitized. Verifications 
are first based on online 
submissions. There is no 
State intervention in ap-
plying by the eligible per 
the CAA legislation. 

This being so it looks 
like the Kerala govern-
ment would again knock 
the doors of the apex 
court. This being passed 
legislation by the Parlia-
ment, it is to be seen how 
the apex court would 
handle the grievances of 
the states. 

CAA Challenge To Humanity

LEFT

The leaders of the left 
parties, CPI(M) and CPI, 
in a joint rally at Jind in 
Haryana, urged the peo-
ple to oust BJP that has 
destroyed the Indian 
economy in it’s a decade 
of rule. The CPI(M) and 
the CPI accused the BJP-
led governments at the 
Centre and Haryana of 
ruining the economy, un-
dermining democracy and 
threatening the age-old 
socio-cultural fabric of 
the country.

Addressing a gathering 
at the ‘Badlav Sandesh 
Rally’ in Jind in Haryana, 
which was jointly organ-
ised by the Left parties 
and attended by CPI(M) 
General Secretary Si-
taram Yechury and CPI 
leader Amarjeet Kaur 
urged people to vote out 
the BJP in the upcoming 
Lok Sabha and Haryana 
Assembly elections.

The CPI(M) and the 
CPI on Saturday accused 
the BJP-led governments 
at the Centre and Hary-
ana of ruining the econo-
my, undermining democ-
racy and threatening the 
age-old socio-cultural fab-
ric of the country.

Addressing a gathering 
at the ‘Badlav Sandesh 
Rally’ in Jind, which was 
jointly organised by the 
Left parties and attend-
ed by a large number of 
people, including women, 
CPI(M) general secretary 
Sitaram Yechury and Am-
arjeet Kaur, CPI Nation-
al Decretary and AITUC 
leader, urged people to 

vote out the BJP in the 
upcoming Lok Sabha and 
Haryana Assembly elec-
tions.

CPI(M)’s Yechury cit-
ed the enactment of elec-
toral bonds as a “shame-
less” example of legalising 
corruption through cor-
porate funding quid pro 
quo. He wondered how 
the State Bank of India 
was made to withhold the 
details of donor compa-
nies defying the Supreme 
Court order. Yechury said 
the electoral bond “mis-
demeanour” was only 
one in a series of several 
other scandals, including 
demonetisation, Rafale 
deal and Hindenburg rev-
elations. He added that 
the country needed alter-
native policies and not 
change of leaders alone. 

CPI’s Amarjeet Kaur 
made a scathing attack 
on the Modi government 
for “making the farmers 
and workers suffer with 
unprecedented unem-
ployment, poverty and 
mounting miseries”. She 
said 25% of suicides last 
year were by daily wage 

workers. Even workers of 
the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment 
Guarantee Scheme were 
starved of their rightful 
job days. She emphasised 
the need for workers and 
peasants’ alliance to oust 
the “corporate communal 
alliance” from power.

The two leaders ex-
horted the people of Hary-
ana to give a crushing de-
feat to the ruling BJP-JJP 
in the State in tune with 
the I.N.D.I. alliance call 
to “defeat BJP and save 
the country”. They hoped 
that all secular and dem-
ocratic parties, forces and 
individuals would come 
together and ensure that 
anti-BJP votes were not 
divided in the ensuing 
Lok Sabha election.

The Haryana State unit 
Secretaries of the CPI(M) 
Surender Singh and CPI’s 
Daryao Singh Kashyap, 
accused the Khattar gov-
ernment of mindless pri-
vatisation of education, 
health, electricity and 
other public sectors lead-
ing to the highest-ever un-
employment.

BJP RUINED 
Indian Economy

Kerala government has launched India’s first 
state-owned OTT platform Kerala Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan launched India’s first gov-
ernment-owned OTT (Over-The-Top) platform 
‘CSpace’ terming it as a decisive step in the on-
ward journey of Malayalam Cinema. Inaugurat-
ing CSpace, managed by the Kerala State Film 
Development Corporation (KSFDC). The Chief 
Minister said that this is a pioneering initiative 
that gives prominence to films with artistic and 
cultural value without hurting the mainstream 
film industry.  Kerala CM detailing on the initia-
tive noted that earning profit is the prime motive 
of the private-sector OTT platforms that mostly 
go for commercial movies whereas the priority 
of CSpace, on the other hand, is to onboard and 
stream contents with artistic and cultural val-
ues and is set to make a mark as a medium that 
brings home quality films. This will also help the 
promotion of the Malayalam language and cul-
ture CM Vijayan said.  The decision that CSpace 
will only stream films that are already released 
in theatres signifies that this is not a move that 
will harm the interests of the film industry. Its 
aim is to promote good cinema without hurting 
the interests of the producers and exhibitors, the 
CM said. Another distinctive feature of CSpace 
is transparency in its operations and the overall 
earnings, the profits from revenue share. KSF-
DC Chairman and eminent film Director Shaji N 
Karun said CSpace is a novel initiative that seeks 
to help producers to get back their investment 
through crowd-funding route. KSFDC is a state-
owned company entrusted with the promotion 
of Malayalam Cinema and industry, under the 
Department of Cultural Affairs, Government of 
Kerala. For selection of the content, KSFDC has 
constituted a 60-member curator panel includ-
ing eminent cultural and film personalities. Ev-
ery content that is submitted will be evaluated 
by the curators considering its artistic, cultural 
and infotainment merit, before showcasing it 
on the platform. A total of 42 films have already 
been selected in the first phase for streaming 
on CSpace, including 35 feature films, six docu-
mentaries, and one short film. Films that have 
won national or state awards and those exhibit-
ed at major film festivals will also be streamed. 
As such, the films that win state, national and 
international awards are to be streamed on the 
platform. The CSpace OTT platform, which op-
erates on a pay per view basis, allows viewers to 
watch a feature film for Rs 75 and shorter con-
tents for a much lesser price. Exactly half of the 
amount charged goes to the content provider. 
Viewers can download the CSpace app from the 
PlayStore and the App Store.

Kerala’s Own OTT
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The Samajwadi 
Party and the Con-
gress finally sealed a 
seat-sharing deal in 
Uttar Pradesh for the 
upcoming 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections end-
ing weeks of suspense 
and bickering. As per 
the deal, Samajwadi 
Party (SP) and oth-
er SP allies in UP will 
contest on 63 seats 
while the Congress 
gets 17 seats, a climb 
down on Akhilesh part 
who originally offered 
11 seats to Congress 
and refused to climb 
down then. 

This marked the 
end of bitterness be-
tween the two parties 
which had resulted in 
Akhilesh Yadav not 
joining Rahul Gand-
hi’s Bharat Jodo Nyay 
Yatra in the state. The 
differences between 
Akhilesh and Con-
gress is rooted to the 
5-State Assembly elec-
tions held few months 
ago. The squirmish-
es stooped down so 
much that Congress 
Leaders in Rajasthan 
and Madhya Pradesh 
called Akhilesh by un-
parliamentary lingua.  

The SP had original-
ly offered 11 seats to 
the Congress and lat-
er had increased the 
offering to 17 to ease 
the tensions and lit-
erally arrive at a deal, 
should the Congress 
be interested. Howev-
er, the grand old par-
ty wanted three more 
seats and also dillydal-
lied their decisions. 
Congress leader and 
Rahul Gandhi’s sister 
Priyanka Gandhi is 
said to have played a 
major role in sealing 
this deal with SP. 

There are 80 Lok 
Sabha seats in Uttar 
Pradesh. In the 2019 
Lok Sabha elections, 

the Samajwadi Party 
had tied up with the 
Bahujan Samaj Party 
and had won 5 seats. 
The Congress, on the 
other hand, could win 
just one seat, Rae 
Bareli that was re-
tained by Sonia Gand-
hi. 

In a huge setback, 
the grand old party 
lost even in its bas-
tion of Amethi where 
Rahul Gandhi was de-
feated by BJP’s Smriti 
Irani. What would also 
worry the Congress is 
the further sharp de-
cline in its overall vote 
share in the state. The 
Congress vote share in 
2019 was 6.31% while 
in 2014 the party got 
7.47% of votes.

The Samajwa-
di Party also saw its 
vote share decline to 
17.96% in 2019 Lok 
Sabha elections from 
22.18% in 2014. Akh-
ilesh Yadav has al-
ready lost a key part-
ner in the state with 
Jayant Choudhary’s 
Rashtriya Lok Dal all 
set to join the BJP-led 
NDA. While the for-
mal announcement 
has not been made 
by either side, Jayant 
had confirmed the 
move after PM Modi 
announced Bharat 
Ratna for Chaudhary 
Charan Singh.

All well that ends 
well is the saying. 
With this poll seat 
share deal there at 
least wouldn’t be any 
vote split of these two 
parties among their 
own voters at least, as 
BJP-NDA rides high 
in their popularity in 
the State where Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi and CM Yogi Ad-
ityanath popularity 
are only rising with no 
anti-incumbency sen-
timents. 

SP-Congress Tie-up 
Ahead of the forth-

coming 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections due in just two 
months, more Bahujan 
Samaj Party (BSP) lead-
ers are crossing over to 
greener pastures, ap-
parently leaving BSP 
supremo in disarray. It 
is a double whammy of 
sorts for Mayawati as one 
more of her MP left her 
to join BJP and yet an-
other MP ready to leave 
anytime soon. But BSP 
supremo Mayawati is not 
disturbed at the exodus.

Bahujan Samaj Par-
ty (BSP) supremo May-
awati has once again 
confirmed that her par-
ty would contest the up-
coming Lok Sabha elec-
tions independently on 
its own strength with 
complete preparation 
and strength while refut-
ing rumours of the party 
forming any electoral al-
liance. In such a situa-
tion, spreading rumours 
about forming an elector-
al alliance or third front 
etc is fake and wrong 
news she tweeted recent-
ly. She further reiterated 
that in the interest of Ba-
hujan community, BSP’s 
decision to contest the 
elections alone is firm. It 
is only natural that the 
opposition parties to BJP 
are seriously worried and 
restless, as Mayawati 
refused to be wooed by 
them in their quest to 
halt Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi marching 
to his 3rd straight term 
and are already morally 
down as BJP launched its 
dream run with the oppo-
sition shuddering 400+ 
aggressive campaign. 

Bahujan Samaj Party 
(BSP) MP Ritesh Pand-
ey resigned from the pri-
mary membership of the 
party and joined the BJP 
recently in the presence 
of Uttar Pradesh Deputy 
Chief Minister Brajesh 
Pathak and other senior 
leaders. Pandey is an 
MP from the Ambedkar 
Nagar Lok Sabha constit-
uency.

He was diplomatic 
while speaking on his 
cross over. Pandey said 
he had worked for the 
BSP for the last 15 years 
and did not want to com-
ment on the “thinking 
and activities” of party 
supremo Mayawati. 

Incidentally and in-
terestingly, Pandey was 
one of the eight MPs with 
whom Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi sat down 
for a ‘surprise lunch’ in 
the Parliament canteen 
earlier this month. The 
MPs and the Prime Min-
ister ate vegetarian tha-
lis and ragi laddus during 
the surprise lunch during 
the Lunch meeting. 

Pandey has represent-
ed the Ambedkar Nagar 
constituency since 2019. 
He was also a MLA from 
Jalalpur between 2017 
and 2019 before he was 
elected as an MP. In a 
similar development, 
according to political 
sources, BSP MP from 
Jaunpur Shyam Singh 
Yadav is also likely to 
cross over, not to BJP but 
to join the Congress as 
he is slated to attend the 
Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra.

The latest develop-
ments came almost a 
week after BSP supremo 
Mayawati dismissed ru-
mours of forming a coa-
lition ahead of the Lok 
Sabha elections. 

She affirmed that her 
party will contest the 
upcoming elections in-
dependently. BSP Chief 
Behen Mayawati had al-
ready announced that 
she would have no truck 
with any of the parties 
and that BSP would be 
fighting the Lok Sabha 

elections alone across 
the country wherever it 
has its presence. 

UP is the main bone 
of contention that re-
turns nation’s largest 
number of LS MPs, 80 
LS seats. Worries of the 
Opposition, especially 
of Rahul’s Congress and 
Akilesh’s Smajwadi Party 
(SP), on Mayawati decid-
ing to fight the poll bat-
tle all alone are natural. 
They know her vote bank 
strengths. They also 
know that BSP would 
cut across into their vote 
banks seriously, advan-
tage BJP. They are all 
restless. 

There is no denying 
that Mayawati has her 
own dedicated and loy-
al vote bank who never 
cross over to other par-
ties ditching her. This is 
her strength of having 
built the confidence of 
her vote bank in her and 
her policies and of course 
her capabilities to cham-
pion their causes. 

MORE BSP EXODUS
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24 AKBAR ROAD

Bihar CM Nitish Ku-
mar exited the newly 
formed opposition group-
ing I.N.D.I. alliance bloc 
and West Bengal’s Mama-
ta Banerjee declared that 
the TMC will go solo, in 
the Lok Sabha elections. 
Then there is the disturb-
ing exodus of senior and 
experienced leaders from 
the Congress from differ-
ent states and central 
command circles. With 
leaders switching politi-
cal parties, and political 
parties switching allianc-
es, the opposition bloc is 
already facing a major hit 
in the forthcoming Lok 
Sabha polls. 

In this scenario, what 
more could the Congress 
do to defeat the BJP and 
become a game-changer 
in the general elections? 
Well this is for the polit-
ical pundits and the me-
dia to analyze what next 
for the Congress, but 
not for its leader Rahul 
Gandhi who is going solo 
unhindered with no signs 
of any type of concerns in 
his mind and face to read 
from. That is all about 
Rahul Gandhi who lit-
erally appears not both-
ered at all on what’s hap-
pening in his party and if 
he is aware that the LS 
polls are just few weeks 
away? Yes he is aware, 
undoubtedly. 

Writing about Rahul 
Gandhi is very tricky. He 
acts childish and imma-
ture sometimes and also 
as a grown up mature 
politician. One is still 
confused about his real 
original personality. But 
all said, Rahul Gandhi 
now is firmly in the sad-
dle of the Congress Party. 
He calls the shots. He is 
not ignoring the senior 
leaders, but at the same 
he appears to be prior-
itizing functional posi-
tions for the young in the 
party. 

In reality the differ-
ences among BJP and 
Congress are not in pol-
itics but in policies. At 
the same it is also about 
the vision that should 
capture the minds of the 
people, which BJP has 
done smartly and honest-
ly. Against this backdrop 
how Rahul Gandhi is 
navigating amidst criti-
cisms and desertions and 
more so his seeming lack 
of concern is amazing. 
But this also is not true 
to a large extent. Rahul 
is moving in a direction 
that he has chosen and 
that he thinks is correct 
and will bring dividends, 
of not today may be 

sometime later. 
Rahul Gandhi’s great-

est strength in a way is 
his seeming indifference 
and apathetic to fail-
ures. The point to pon-
der is that Rahul Gandhi 
is moving forward with 
no signs of qualms even 
after several key poll de-
feats in this full decade. 
The severe poll drub-
bings in 2014 and 2019 
and several state elec-
tions have not unnerved 
him even a bit. He goes 
on as a one man army as 
if nothing happened and 
that the world waiting to 
receive him with full hon-
our. That is Rahul, a lead-
er who appears forward 
thinking and holds the 
thinking that he is in the 
right direction if people 
slander his actions with 
smear campaigns and op-
positions attack him for 
what he is and what he 
does. It is hard to fathom 
the real mind of Rahul as 
a politician. 

Rahul is fearless. In 
today’s political environ-
ment there is not a single 
political figure who could 
talk so boldly against the 
ever powerful PM Modi. 
His tirade against Modi 
has been solo and fear-
less. Rahul Gandhi had 
been challenging the gov-
ernment, with his charge 
that the prime minister 
has empowered select 
few companies over cre-
ating a level-playing field 
for all. He has often in-
voked the phrase “Am-
bani-Adani”, a substitute 
for alleged cronyism, in 
his speeches. He is the 
only voice to be heard 
challenging the power of 
Modi today. 

It is surprising for 
many to see Rahul Gand-
hi doing things with his 
yatra-2, all solo, his way 
with hardly any media 
glare when he should be 
on the campaign trail di-
recting his people on the 
direction and course of 
actions to take. Sadly, he 
is never seen at time of 
trouble in the party. But 
this is not without reason 
as he is on his trek nav-
igating complex political 
web his way with his own 
strategies. 

Rahul had launched 
the 2024 campaign. He 
had shown the way for-
ward. He also has set the 
tone of the campaign. 
But the party leaders 
instead the taking the 
campaign seriously are 
engaged in brickbats 
against each other and 
trying to promote their 
family member for their 

own self interests. If you 
observe deep, Rahul had 
been open minded, said 
what he felt from the 
depth of his heart, fear-
less and innocent and 
humorous too, right from 
the beginning. It is true 
his innocence and his ut-
tering irritate and intimi-
date many, especially the 
senior politicians in his 
party. Close observers 
know that he has always 
taken criticisms against 
him with a pinch of salt 
and in good humour. 

Ahead of the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections, the Con-
gress, which is clearly on 
the backfoot after sever-
al poll losses, Rahul has 
been making concert-
ed attempts to take on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi-led BJP-NDA com-
bine through the I.N.D.I. 
alliance banner, despite 
several cracks within. 

It is beyond debates 
that Rahul does things 
his way and gets away 
with it, without losing his 
popularity. But being a 
national leader of a cen-
tury old party his party 
admirers, workers and 
supporters wish to see a 
more concerning Rahul 
who understands and 
talks rather than reading 
out from what has been 
written by his cronies. It 
is also true that while as 
an individual personality 
Rahul is so lovable, as a 
politician he is often de-
scribed as still immature. 
For Rahul to benefit from 
the hard work he does 
it is imperative that he 
immediately does away 
with the type of cronies 
he is surrounded with. 

Rahul Gandhi lacks 
a seamless support or 
may be he is not for any 
support to his efforts. 
But one feels that the 
hard work that he does 
all alone could be cashed 
to a large extent should 
he build a meaningful 
and constructive minded 
team to follow on what 
he did and do things that 
presents a repeat value 
to what he does and did. 
But this unfortunately is 
not happening. 

His lack of concern 
to burning issues, leav-
ing aside the ones he 
chooses to attend, pres-
ents a different picture 
to the voters. Rahul may 
be unconcerned, but in 
politics one should be 
concerned about what 
voters think, want and 
expect from their cho-
sen leaders. Rahul is a 
nationally known leader 
of great stature and he 

is being watched by mil-
lions and millions day in 
and out and the world 
is an expert in finding 
faults rather than appre-
ciating those are good. 

Rahul has trans-
formed. He now talks 
with confidence and 
there appears to have 
some substance in what 
he says. It is New Rahul 
Gandhi, the Gandhi sci-
on, is now the natural 

Commander of the cen-
tury old Congress Par-
ty. It is he who calls the 
shots now without be-
ing its official President. 
He now has absolute 
control of the party. It 
is indeed a great Image 
Makeover! But where is 
the team to convert his 
hard work to votes? Be-
ing a one man army is 
admirable, but does not 
work in politics. 

ONE MAN ARMY
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Kalaben Mohanbhai 
Delkar has been nomi-
nated by Baratiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) for the 
Dadra Nagar & Haveli 
Lok Sabha constituen-
cy in the UT of Daman 
& Diu and Dadra Nagar 
& Haveli for the forth-
coming general elec-
tion. 

Kalben Delkar after 
the sad death of her late 
husband Mohanbhai 
Delkar, she won this 
LS seat on a Shiv Sena 
(Udhav) party ticket. 
Kalaben was the first 
woman Lok Sabha MP 
from this UT district 
as well as the first Lok 
Sabha MP from Shiv 
Sena (Udhav) outside 
Maharashtra. 

Few weeks ago Ka-
laben was creating a 
buzz in political circles 
following her meeting 
with the Prime Minister 
recently. All eyes were 
on her with the specu-
lation she is eyeing to 
cross over to BJP. 

It is only natural for 
any ambitious politi-
cian to look long term. 
With Shiv Sena in hot 
spot with tussle be-

tween Shinde and Ud-
hav Thakarey factions 
she possibly saw no long 
term political future 
there. She also wanted 
to move forward with 
her political ambitions 
and to carry forward 
her late husband’s trib-
al welfare programs. 
Added to this was the 
unending problems she 
possibly was said to be 
facing with the Admin-
istration, a tussle that 
was in existence for a 
long time when her late 
husband Mohan Delkar 
was the MP. 

Kalaben as such is 
one of the most popular 
names in the territory 
owing to the support 
and love she received 
from her supporters 
and party workers and 
also the popularity of 
her late husband. 

Whichever way one 
looks at it, except for 
Kalabe there appears 
to be no other winning 
candidate in this UT 
in the current circum-
stances and she cer-
tainly is on the winning 
side assured of her own 
victory in the territory.

KALA INNINGS
Election fever is heat-

ing up. Congress back 
to challenge BJP in this 
small UT district of Dam-
an & Diu. Ketan Patel, son 
of former MP late Day-
abhai Patel bags Congress 
party nomination for the 
forthcoming Lok Sabha 
election from this UT of 
Daman & Diu. 

Ketan has fought the 
earlier elections on the 
same congress ticket un-
successfully losing out to 
more popular Lallubhai 
Patel of Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP). 

Congress has not been 
in good shape in this ter-
ritory, though has not 
been not seen any proac-
tive campaigning yet. Now 
with Ketan Patel again 
bagging the nomination, 
Congress fever has start-
ed heating up in this UT 
district. Ketan a political 
activist like his two times 
MP father, having stayed 

more outside this small 
UT district for long pursu-
ing his business interests 
is back to challenge the 
BJP in this territory. His 
long absence though has 
dented his prospects, he 
rides on the mass popular-
ity of his late father Dhay-
bhai Patel. His father was 
a mass leader in this terri-
tory and was totally com-
mitted to the good of the 
party and lt the people. 

Though riding low on 
his personal popularity, 
Ketan still would be big 
challenger to BJP’s Lal-
lubhai Patel as several 
people of the territory 
loyal to congress has been 
longing to see the grand 
old party in action in this 
small UT district. 

With Ketan back in ac-
tion, congress workers are 
back putting their best 
efforts to springboard the 
prospects of congress and 
their Daman & Diu leader 

Ketan Patel who now has 
yet another opportunity 
to showcase his mettle 
to prove his party bosses 
that they have made the 
right choice in him to chal-
lenge the formidable BJP 
in the forthcoming gener-
al elections. It should be 
interesting to watch the 
challengers, BJP and Con-
gress, sweating out to grab 
this territory. 

KETAN AGAIN

Port Blair: Dr Arun Kumar Mallik has been named by 
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) supremo Mayawati as its 
candidate for the UT of Andaman & Nicobar islands clus-
ter for the forthcoming Lok Sabha election. 

Dr Mallik, a seasoned Health Sector professional, is a 
local islander holding impressive credentials and is MD 
in Community Medicine from AIIMS, New Delhi and has 
worked in various capacities taking on different roles in 
different organisations.  Most notably he was the WHO 
coordinator- Health Cluster (HCC) and had been with 
UN Agencies such as UDP/UNV, UNESCAP, UNESCO, 
UNIOM, UNFAO & WHO. Dr Mallik also was associated 
with institutions like Bangkok School of Tropical Medi-
cine and several NGOs in the health sector. His associa-
tion also extends with RMRC/ICMR and the Andaman & 
Nicobar Administration through DHS, AAJVS & ANIIMS, 
to name a few.   Dr Mallik is also a known face owing to his 
social service orientation. This would be first time BSP 
has fielded a candidate from this islands cluster. 

Dr. Mallik For BSP
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Government of UT of 
Puducherry has indeed 
failed to curb the menace 
of drugs, liquor and to-
bacco in the territory. The 
drugs menace not only 
continues as a flourishing 
business of the drugs ma-
fia minting several crores 
every day in the small UT 
of Puducherry, but has 
taken serious turns send-
ing shock waves across the 
territory with the kidnap-
ping, gang rape, murder 
and discarding the body 
in the drain of the city of a 
9-year old young innocent 
Class-5 dalit girl child. 
The gang rape-cum-mur-
der of the class 5 school-
girl has triggered outrage 
across the country. 

People accuse that 
this horrifying incidence 
and more are the direct 
evil recurring results of 
liquor-drugs mafia-offi-
cials-politicians nexus 
that has gone beyond con-
trol in the territory. 

This is an harrowing 
incidence of sheer barba-
rism by the perpetrators 
of this heinous crime who 
were all found to be drug 
addicts. This brutal insane 
unpardonable act sent 
shock waves across the 
territory and the nation 
triggering mass protests 
against the ineffective-
ness of the government in 
maintaining law and order 
in a city that has become 
totally unsafe for women 
of all ages to walk around 
without fear. 

Puducherry Chief Min-
ister N Rangaswamy’s 
response was quick in 
driving the police team 
into immediate action 
with stern hands to ap-
prehend the perpetrators 
of this heinous crime. 
Puducherry CM Ran-
gasamy also quickly an-
nounced a compensation 
of ₹ 20 lakh to the girl’s 
family and assured that 
the accused would be 
charge-sheeted soon and 
the prosecution would en-
sure the accused were giv-
en maximum punishment 
by the court. Meanwhile 
Puducherry Lt Governor 
Tamilisai Soundarara-
jan also was quick in ac-
tion. She visited the vic-
tim’s house and endorsed 
what the Chief Minister 
said that the criminals 
would soon be behind the 
bars and be pronounced 
heavier punishment for 
the unpardonable bar-
baric crime committed 
by the rapists gang.  This 
inhuman incident of the 
kidnapping, gang rape 
and murder of the school 
girl from Muthialpet in 
Pondicherry and thrown 

into the city sewer by the 
evil-minded gang has left 
parents all over the state 
in an absolute state of 
panic. The police have as-
cribed the reason for this 
brutally criminal act to 
drug addiction and abuse 
of the involved criminals. 
A SIT team is investi-
gating the incidence and 
have arrested 7 persons so 
far connected with this in-
sanely gang rape and mur-
der of the little innocent 
primary school going girl 
child. 

The body of the girl 
was found 3 days after 
her death. While the con-
fessions of the 7 criminals 
arrested in the girl’s mur-
der could not be obtained, 
allegedly as the arrested 
criminals were still under 
the influence of already 
consumed drugs even af-
ter 4 days being in the po-
lice custody. This is more 
shocking. 

In the UT of Puducherry, 
there are several cam-
paigns creating aware-
ness against alcoholism, 
smoking, chewing paan 
and tobacco abuse, drug 
addiction and related so-
cial evils right through 
the year. Seminars, get-to-
gethers and area based 
meetings are organised 
regularly and rallies are 
conducted involving col-
lege and school students 
through central and state 
funded programs. Private 
players and NGOs are 
engaged in the campaign 
against drugs, liquor and 
their misuse resulting in 
social evil doings by the 
unscrupulous in the so-
ciety. Drugs and liquor 
menace has been on the 
rise, affecting the life and 
career of the youth and 
people of this UT territo-
ry, terrorizing the parents 
on the future of their chil-
dren. Despite these initia-
tives, crimes and atroci-
ties against women, girl 
children, working women, 
daily wage women work-
ers and also against wom-
en entrepreneurs have 
become very serious in 
Puducherry. The entire 
responsibility to prevent 
these society evils lies 
with the government, law 
enforcing departments 
and politicians, which can-
not be denied or disputed. 
No more the government 
can wash its hands off 
these menace stating the 
children are improperly 
brought up by their fami-
lies as a child spends more 
time outside the house in 
campuses and travelling 
to and from their institu-
tions. They are hardly left 
any quality time with their 

families. Both the good 
or bad moral and crimi-
nal environment lay more 
outside their homes. The 
disturbing crime trigger-
ing items like the drugs, 
liquor, gutka, tobacco 
products are only avail-
able outside their homes, 
all under the so called 
watchful eyes and surveil-
lance systems of the gov-
ernment. 

On its part the media, 
including the digital plat-
forms, also keeps alerting 
the government on these 
increasing evils from time 
to time. 

In another horrifying 
revelation some key drugs 
and liquor kingpins had 
taken shelter in key polit-
ical party umbrellas. They 
are alleged to have donat-
ed huge amounts in crores 
to be decorated with posts 
in the parties to help con-
tinue doing the illicit busi-
nesses, literally with total 
immunity, under the garb 
of pretending to be active 
political and social activ-
ists, proving thereby that 
the officials and politi-
cians nexus with the mafia 
flourishes. 

A shocking revelations 
has come that the Notori-
ous drugs smuggler Jaffer 
Sadiq, an ex-DMK func-
tionary, who is on the ab-
sconding search list of the 
anti-drugs agency, The 
Narcotics Control Bureau 
(NCB), allegedly was free-
ly doing the drugs smug-
gling business with his ac-
complices network spread 
across the borders. 

Ex-DMK functionary 
Jaffer Sadiq recently was 
arrested in drug traffick-
ing case by the NCB that 
has termed him the mas-
termind and kingpin of an 
international drugs traf-
ficking network spread 
between India, Australia, 
and New Zealand. 

NCB recently con-
firmed it has arrested 
Jaffer Sadiq, a Tollywood 
film producer, and the 
Tamil Nadu-based alleged 
dealer of narcotics and a 
political activist in con-

nection with an interna-
tional drugs trafficking 
investigation case. Sadiq, 
a producer of Tamil films 
and said to have been 
marked as ‘J’ for India 
by the United States spy 
agency, was recently ex-
pelled by the ruling Dra-
vida Munnetra Kazhagam 
(DMK) from the party. 
He was the Chennai West 
deputy organiser of the 
DMK’s NRI wing. NCB of-
ficials revealed that over 
45 huge shipments had 
been sent over past three 
years, which contained 
approximately 3,500 kg of 
pseudoephedrine valued 
at over ₹2,000 crore in in-
ternational market.

Last month, the feder-
al anti-narcotics agency 
had arrested three peo-
ple and seized 50 kg of 
narcotics-making chemi-
cal pseudoephedrine in a 
search at a Delhi godown 
who allegedly revealed the 
involvement of Jaffer. The 
NCB since then had been 
looking for Sadiq and 
raided his premises linked 
to him in Tamil Nadu who 
is alleged to be the drugs 
mafia don in the UT of 
Pondicherry too under 
whose control drugs mafia 
is allegedly flourishing in 
this UT. 

NCB further claimed 
that Sadiq has revealed 
he has earned a huge 
amount of money from his 
illicit drug trafficking op-
erations and invested the 
same in legit businesses in 
industries like film, con-
struction, hospitality, et 
al. Jaffer is alleged to have 
accepted that Trafficking 
of drugs was carried out 
via air and sea cargo hid-
den in food products like 
health mix powder and 
dessicated coconut. 

Earlier few photo-
graphs were released 
showing Jaffer with 
his brother Aamir and 
Snegan from the film in-
dustry who are said to 
be close to Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister Stalin. It 
also now has come to light 
that Jaffer Sadiq’s young-

er brother Salim joined 
the Liberation Tigers of 
India and created a polit-
ical identity for himself 
along with his close friend 
and filmmaker Eram Ra-
jendran who hails from 
Puducherry who though 
being a native of Tamil 
Nadu, had deliberately 
settled in Puducherry and 
presented himself as a 
social-political worker to 
hide the illicit business of 
his brother Jaffer and him-
self. Interestingly it is al-
leged that Rajendran and 
Amir befriended few top 
functionaries in the Sate 
Congress party through 
alleged Jaffer’s influence 
and allegedly donated 
huge amounts to the party 
and also organized rallies 
in Muthialpet , Pondicher-
ry to steal media limelight 
bypassing the Congress 
luminaries and leaders. 
Rajendran was eventu-
ally given the position of 
Muthialpet Congress con-
stituency President in the 
presence of several UT 
party leaders like the cur-
rent party President and 
MP Vaithilingam, former 
Pondicherry Chief Minis-
ter Narayanswamy, among 
others. Apart from the 
huge party donations Ra-
jendran backed by Salim 
and Jaffer gang allegedly 
secretly bear the Congress 
MP election expenses in 
the forthcoming 2024 elec-
tions. 

These all cannot be 
just allegations. No smoke 
without spark. People of 
Pondicherry now question 
the political parties of the 
territory on their nexus 
with the evils of the soci-
ety like the drugs and li-
quor mafia driven by mon-
ey greed and how they 
could lead and set a noble 
example for the youth of 
the territory. 

There is no denying on 
the nexus of drug and li-
quor lords with greedy in 
politics and bureaucra-
cy. People now demand 
and hope the Pondichery 
Chief Minister N Rangas-
wamy would personally 
formulate and oversee op-
erations to weed out from 
the root of drug menace 
from the territory. With 
such an able Chief Sec-
retary the CM should not 
have issues in wiping the 
territory totally of these 
ills and wrong-doings and 
apprehend the culprits 
and ensure the Muthial-
pet type incidences would 
never occur anywhere in 
this UT. People of the ter-
ritory are waiting for the 
good drugs-free days in 
the good of the future of 
the youth of the territory.  

Shock Waves Shatter Peace

Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) is moving to-
wards bagging this UT 
district again adding to 
its set magic number of 
400+ by nominating La-
lubhai Babubhai Patel for 
the fourth consecutive 
term.  Lallubhai, a popu-
lar mass leader loved by 
the people of this small 
UT district had won 
the previous three Lok 
Sabha elections in 2009, 

2014 and 2019. BJP has 
fielded Lallubhai, a sea-
soned mass leader of this 
territory with the objec-
tive of retaining this LS 
seat to push large scale 
development of this ter-
ritory that had largely re-
mained neglected for de-
cades. Lallubhai won the 
previous elections with 
comfortable margins de-
feating his nearest Con-
gress party rival Ketan 
Patel, son of former two 
times MP late Dhyabahai 
Patel. 

Lallubhai Patel will be 
a formidable challenge to 
the Congress that is trying 
again its prospects in this 
small UT district. Lallub-
hai is a popular leader in 
the territory. He has the 
best relations with all in 
the local administration 
and also other political 

parties. His easy acces-
sibility and passion for 
his party and the people 
of the territory has made 
him a successful leader 
of the masses. Patel has 
been proactively cham-
pioning the causes of the 
people of this small ter-
ritory. He has ensured 
the attention of the Cen-
tral government that has 
brought in sea changes 
with mass development 
projects to boost the ter-
ritory as one of the most 
favoured tourist destina-
tions. Lallubhai has also 
been actively pursuing 
for the development of 
the territory in all sectors 
not only boost the infra-
structure but also gener-
ate immense job opportu-
nities for the youth of the 
territory. 

Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi also visited the 
territory twice recent-
ly to announce a slew of 
projects to catapult the 
territory with bigger at-
tractions and fine tuned 
infrastructure facilities 
as a promising preferred 
tourist destination. Peo-
ple in the territory are 
overly happy with the 
projects and programs of 
the BJP government and 
the work of the Lallub-
hai Patel that is showing 
up in the way people are 
responding to BJP over-
tures to return their can-
didate back to the Lok 
Sabha. Proactive and ag-
gressive poll campaigning 
that started few months 
ago by Patel  has creating 
a buzz in the trerritory 
that is set to re-elect him 
for the record 4th time, a 
record none in the recent 

past has achieved in this 
UT district. 

Daman and Diu came 
into existence as a sepa-
rate union territory fol-
lowing the Goa, Daman 
and Diu Reorganisation 
Act of 1987. 

Till then it remained 
as a part of Goa after it 
was liberated from Por-
tuguese rule. The terri-
tory then came under 
the mainstream of pol-
itics returning alterna-
tively Congress and BJP 
candidates in the past, 
but BJP overshadowing 
all other political parties 
since last 15 years. BJP’s 
Lallubhai’s challenger 
this time around also is 
Ketan Patel of Congress. 
Lallubhai is waiting ea-
gerly for his fourth con-
secutive win to return to 
the Lok Sabha to repre-
sent his people and con-
tinue the developmental 
programs for the territo-
ry and his people. 

Lallubhai 4th Time
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ROSO ANGAPPAN
Ration Card issu-

ing system in the UT of 
Punducherry is the new 
green pasture target 
of the wrong-doers. In-
teresting are the ways 
how cleverly some cir-
cumvent, bend or ignore 
framed laws, rules and 
guidelines and accept-
ing forged and fake doc-
uments to mint mon-
ey fearlessly in several 
hundred crores in short 
time frame, that too 
without getting caught. 
Agents Raj continues in 
the UT of Puducherry 
even after so many 
checks and monitoring 
with the connivance 
of few fearless thick 
skinned unscrupulous 
government servants in 
the Department of Civil 
Supplies and Consumer 
Affairs that is respon-
sible for the PDS in the 
territory. 

The Public Distribu-
tion System (PDS), ini-
tiated by the Food Cor-
poration of India (FCI), 
aims to ensure food 
security and adequate 
nutrition for the Indian 
population. The key to 
this system is the Ration 
Card that holds utmost 
importance. 

The Department of 
Civil Supplies and Con-
sumer Affairs (DCSCA) 
has been designated 
to implement the PDS 
in the Union Territo-
ry of Puducherry. This 
department is respon-
sible for providing the 
timely distribution of 
essential commodities 
like wheat, rice, sug-
ar, pulses, kerosene oil, 
etc., at subsidised rates. 
Individuals holding val-
id Puducherry Ration 
Cards only are eligible 
to purchase these food 
items at subsidized low 
prices.  The colour of 
the Ration Card that 
is issued after sever-
al checks including 
personal verifications 
defines the eligibility 
criteria of the defined 
target and the prices of 
the commodities in the 
PDS.  Ration card is a 
vital multi-purpose doc-
ument that entitles the 
resident of a state to ob-
tain essential goods at 
highly subsidised rates 
through the Public Dis-
tribution System (PDS). 
Ration card helps to ef-
ficiently implement the 
Targeted Public Distri-
bution System (TPDS) 
and the provisions of 
the National Food Secu-
rity Act (NFSA). It also 
helps to ensure food and 
social security. Ration 

cards also are consid-
ered as identity proof of 
the head of household 
along with details about 
all of the family members 
with their name, age, re-
lationship with the head 
of the family, gender, 
income levels, etc. and 
further also serves as a 
proof of one’s residence. 
It is annoying while it 
is also mind shattering 
to know how these all 
important government 
issued cards are issued 
to non-bonafide resi-
dents just to loot the 
government exchequer, 
as apart from food and 
other hosehold supplies 
certain target groups 
also get cash assistance 
through Direct Trans-
fer System! Puducherry 
government issues five 
different types of cards 
based on annual family 
income, AAY, Red, Yel-
low, Green and PHH. It 
is the Red Ration Card 
that is most misused as 
it is linked several free 
and low price items ben-
efits in addition to cash 
assistance at special 
times. Red Cards are for 
the economically weak-
er families who earn Rs 
15,000 or less annual-
ly, Green Cards are for 
the families with annual 
income more than Rs. 
1,20,000, Yellow Cards 
for families whose an-
nual income is great-
er than Rs. 15,000 but 
lower than Rs. 1,20,000, 
Antyodaya Anna Yojana 
(AAY) for the specially 
identified most econom-
ically disadvantaged 
households. These apart 

there is a PHH Ra-
tion Cards for Priority 
Household households, 
which are given special 
consideration in govern-
ment programs. 

AAY Ration Cards 
issued to beneficiaries 
falling under the gov-
ernment’ AAY program, 
specifically targeting 
the ‘most economically 
disadvantaged house-
holds’. Under this cat-
egory, the program 
focuses on providing es-
sential commodities to 
the poorest of the poor, 
which often referred to 
as BPL (Below Pover-
ty Line) Ration Cards. 
AAY cardholders re-
ceive 35 kg of food grains 
per month, mostly at far 
low heavily subsidized 
prices. 

Of all it is the Red Ra-
tion Card that has now 
come under severe crit-
icism and pointing to a 
greater ‘easy to do’ PDS 
card scam that allegedly 
runs into several hun-
dred crores in a short 
time span with the boo-
ty split from top to bot-
tom of the unscrupulous 
within this division in 
the administration. 

It is being alleged 
that the DCSCA issued 
over 50000 Red cards, ei-
ther new or downgraded 
from Yellow and Green 
cards, that too in just 
3 months, to those who 
were not entitled to us-
ing false declarations 
and fake or forged docu-
ments. It is alleged some 
top notch government 
servants are involved 
in this scam, allegedly 

taking bribes for mak-
ing this interesting card 
that allegedly runs into 
several hundred crores. 

It is being alleged 
that anywhere between 
Rs 3500 to Rs 10000 are 
taken as bribe to make 
this card to those who 
are not entitled to. It is 
also being alleged that 
these red cards have 
been issued to the afflu-
ent families, who have 
made these cards in 
greed to grab the free-
bies and subsidized 
items through the Fair 
Price Shops (FPS) in 
the PDS. Not just this, 
but bribery goes into the 
FPS system as well so as 
to favour certain select 
strong and affluent own-
ers FPS, who play along 
with the games of some 
unscrupulous DCSCA 
officials. Buy why the 
Red card? It is under-
stable from the sleu of 
benefits, priorities and 
subsidised items which 
are available only to the 
Red card holders. 

Latest statiscs has 
shocked all. Of the near 
3.60+ Lakh cards issued 
to Puducherry fami-
lies, over 2.05+ Lakh 
are Red cards, while 
the AAY cards number 
just around 25000. It is 
alleged that the alleged 
scam involves not only 
the officials from the 
DCSCA, but alleged-
ly also several officials 
from SQUAD division 
who weild huge powers 
in authorsising the enti-
tlement. Honest staff in 
the department say that 
when previous Director 
Shaktivel and Addition-
al Director Ravichan-
dran were at the helm 
they were strict and 
had sternly warned all 
that appropriate ration 
cards pwer factual en-
titlement only should 
be issued and there was 
strict vigil on wrong-do-
ers both within and out-
side the department 
that was ruled by offi-
cials favoured Agents. 
They were insistant 
that Red card should be 
recommended only af-
ter a personal visit and 
assessment on rightful 
entitlements of families 
that they are all really 
poor and economically 
weak requiring govern-
ment assistance. 

Those days are gone 
people say. It is being 
allged by botht the peo-
ple and the honest in 
the department that no 
work of any nature of 
the public gets done, al-
legedly without paying a 
bribe to the unscruplous 

government servant. 
It is being seriously 

alleged that just one top 
official in the concerned 
department alone, along 
with his accomplices, 
had pocketed several 
crores for converting 
yellow to red cards in 
addition to issuance 
of new Red cards. It is 
shocking to note that 
allegations are being 
made that this top of-
ficial alone makes over 
2-3 Lakhs a day. Even 
though majority deal-
ings are in hard cash, 
people and the honest 
say that even a simple 
investigative audit or 
just by  scanning their 
UPI-linked accounts of 
digital-pay platforms 
like Gpay, PayTm, Pho-
nePe to name a few 
and also a close scruti-
ny of their phone call 
records should easily 
support these allega-
tions. Most interesting-
ly apart from the most 
favoured outside inde-
pendent Agents, even 
several officials through 
benami names and cho-
sen outside individuals 
act as Agents to pocket 
the entire bribe money, 
it is being alleged. It is 
alleged that even a Su-
peritendent rank official 
is minting money in sev-
eral thousands a day. 

There are allegations 
that even several in the 
Squad & Levy Section 
team are corrupt and 
favouring chosen FPS 
owners with abundant 
quality supplies. The 
squad section is func-
tioning with one Tahsil-
dar and one Deputy 
Tahsildar with the assis-
tance of Civil Supplies 
Officers and Inspectors. 
They are vigil about the 
movement of the PDS 
commodities and sei-
zure of articles illegal 
transportation of PDS 
items. When this system 
itself becomes corrupt 
can the public expect 
anything more ill where 
their interests are gross-
ly compromised. 

These are just alle-
gations? The statistics 
doesn’t subscribe to any-
thing otherwise. When 
will the Administration 
take effective action to 
book the culprits and 
halt these corrupt prac-
tices? With an effective 
and able Chief Secre-
tary to support will the 
Pondicherry Chief Min-
ister take note of these 
irregularities and initi-
ate immediate correc-
tive actions to assure 
the public and regains 
their confidence in him? 

RED CARD SCANDAL
UT AFFAIRS
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The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) has unveiled 
its audicious “Mission 
400+”, a battle cry aim-
ing to win a staggering 
400+ LS seats in the 
upcoming most keenly 
contested and globally 
watched with anxiety the 
2024 Lok Sabha election. 
This staggering number 
is not just a number to 
flaunt, but real dream 
number signifying a 
near-absolute majority, 
rewriting the Indian po-
litical landscape. 

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi horning this 
magical number again 
and again is not just to 
flaunt BJP’s dominance, 
but with a Nationalistic 
minded bigger picture 
that escapes the narrow 
mindsets of majority me-
dia and political pundits. 
While the 370+ for BJP 
and 400+ for BJP-NDA 
combine looks difficult, 
it is not impossible. 

BJP wining three 
prime plum states in 
the Hindi heartland and 
expanding impressively 
its footprints in regions 
where its influence till 
now thought to be neg-
ligible, South and part 
of North East demon-
strates its growing dom-
inance. The recent 3 
State wins just ahead of 
the forthcoming general 
elections impressively is 
a prelude to the grand 
2024 finale that is to cat-
apult Prime Minister 
Modi straight into his 
3rd term should be read 
between the lines and 
the undeniable fact that 
this re-exposed the weak 
opposition. Massive BJP 
victory in these states 
signify Congress is in dis-
array. 

Team Modi is going to 
go for the kill as it sniffs 
a chance to create his-
tory and cross the mag-
ical mark of 400+ seats. 
A weak, aimless and di-
rectionless opposition, 
especially the Congress, 
fires up BJP’s well-oiled 
machinery might to work 
extra hard and help the 
party score a hattrick 
so that their long term 
ideological goals are es-
tablished. 

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, who cher-
ishes a long term goal of 
being in power, remains 
the most popular figure, 
and his image carefully 
cultivated as that of a 
uncompromisingly de-
cisive leader navigating 
a complex world. The 
party’s machinery is well 
too oiled and fully bat-
tle-tested, adept at mo-
bilising its core Hindut-
va base and strategically 

wooing new voters as the 
weak opposition is still 
on its catching up game 
and seems ill-equipped 
to match the powerful 
and disciplined BJP’s 
juggernaut. 

Foremost question is, 
in a nation so vast and 
as diverse and politically 
vibrant as India, is such 
an ambition of “Mission 
400+” a strategic mas-
terstroke waging a stun-
ning psychological war 
against the fragmented 
and weak opposition, a 
bridge too far or there 
is something that goes 
beyond the thinking of 
others? Right now BJP 
is formidable and sure 
to get to their straight 
3rd term which in itself 
would be historic and 
mindboggling for a party 
that had just 2 MPs in a 
543+ LS house few de-
cades ago. 

The BJP’s confidence 
in crossing the 400 mark 
stems from its meticu-
lous groundwork and 
inclusive mass outreach. 
Over time, BJP has culti-
vated a broad-based sup-
port network, navigating 
smartly and cautiously 
the social divides from 
SC-ST to OBC commu-
nities. Over time with 
its developmental pro-
grams and well thought, 
planned and budget-
ed welfarism schemes 
aimed at all, without any 
divides or appeasement, 
has struck awe even in 
the minority communi-
ties, especially the Mus-
lims who never have vot-
ed for BJP a decade ago.  

This expansive ac-
ceptance across caste, 
religious faiths and eco-
nomic statuses signifies 
a seismic shift in Indian 
political arena, where 
BJP has transcended 
traditional barriers. 

The 2024 elections 

promise to be a historic 
battle, and “Mission 400” 
serves as a stark remind-
er of the high stakes in-
volved. But how does the 
numbers add upto? BJP 
in the first place needs 
to retain its 2019 tally of 
303 LS seats. In fact it 
has to improve upon this 
tally right from the Hin-
di heartland where there 
are still several seats it 
can garner as it has been 
working overtime proac-
tively for the past 3 years 
focusing on seats it lost, 
won with smaller mar-
gins and those it never 
won and also where it 
has no allies. So it has 
made the stupendous 
futuristic-vision based 
spadework to add more 
seats right in the Hindi 
heartland to start with. 
Announcements of can-
didates in advance on 
weaker seats providing 
extra time for campaign-
ing is another master 
strategy to improve its 
winnability in areas it 
faired lesser than ex-
pected. 

Its current list of can-
didates for the 2024 LS 
election is reflective of 
its strategies and caste 
and other equations. 
The current list has 
over 52% from SC-ST-
OBC, 47%+ young fac-
es of those less than 45 
years targeting the over 
50% voter population in 
18-35 years bracket and 
of course 18%+ women 
candidates. There are 
hundreds of more seats 
yet to be announced. 

It is also fielding sev-
eral Chief Ministers and 
MLAs to swing voter in-
fluences. For  instance 
Haryana CM Khattar and 
MP CM Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan moved from 
state to LS. Its alliance 
strategies in the South 
and East belt supported 

by PM Modi’s repeated 
visit with outstanding 
welfare and developmen-
tal programs are sure to 
make a dent in the re-
gional players bastions 
and this time around 
could expect BJP to grab 
decent numbers it never 
won to add up to its run 
for 270+. Many those got 
into controversies have 
been dropped signifying 
PM Modi will not accept 
communal hurt sending 
a clear message to voters 
that BJP is for all faiths 
in true secular sense. 

BJP’s alliance strate-
gies trumpet its resolve 
to add up to its num-
bers in regions where it 
is weak and to ensure 
communities those vote 
less for BJP are mag-
netized towards it. For 
instance its alliances in 
Kerala and the merger 
of Kerala Janapaksham 
of P C George with BJP 
is indicative to pull the 
Christian minority too 
towards BJP. Its alliance 
seals with those disturb-
ing its vote pulls like in 
UP with RLD Jayant, 
Chirag Paswan in Bi-
har, TDP-JSP in Andhra 
Pradesh, bringing to-
gether smaller parties 
in Tamil Nadu are sig-
nificant enough to prove 
BJP’s number bells are 
not just talking but to 
really aimed at going be-
yond 400+. 

It intrigues many as to 
why PM Modi coined this 
370+ for BJP and 400+ 
for BJP-NDA combine 
number. Why nothing 
lesser or more. It possi-
bly unfolds a possible se-
cret agenda of absolutely 
Nationalist minded mas-
ter politician mind game 
to play the bigger pic-
ture. BJP needs at least 
a two thirds majority in 
a joint session of LS-RS 
in Parliament for smooth 

passage of several of the 
key bills and aggressive 
reform laws to change 
the dark spots in the In-
dian constitution. Well if 
the number game goes 
PM Modi-Amit Shah duo 
way, India would be set 
on a new journey for the 
good of all, people and 
the Nation. 

But it is to be kept in 
mind the weak opposi-
tion may be scattered 
and fragmented, but 
not vanished or extin-
guished. They cannot 
be totally discounted 
as non-players. Region-
al parties are becoming 
stronger at the cost of 
Congress that is dwarf-
ing elections after elec-
tions as it moves aimless 
and directionless with a 
vast leadership vacuum 
at all levels.  BJP has 
to face this challenge 
amidst its master strat-
egy moves to cross the 
magical 400+. 

Amit Shah, like PM 
Modi, never liked to play 
caste politics and be-
lieved that all round de-
velopment alone could 
take the country to great-
er heights. From the 
bricks of Ram Mandir in 
Ayodhya to the ink of Ut-
tarakhand’s UCC bill and 
now the CAA, Amit Shah 
has ensured PM Modi’s 
Hindutva chariot rolls 
on unhindered, as BJP 
defines ‘New India brand 
of Secularism’ through 
its “Sabka Saath, Sabka 
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, 
Sabka Prayaas” along 
with “Atma Nirbar Viksit 
Bharat” is more than a 
blunt congress brand 
secularism, naturally has 
struck awe and admi-
ration across the board 
cutting across caste and 
religious lines. 

The 2024 elections 
sure would be a his-
toric battle of one its 
kind never seen in re-
cent times in India 
and globally watched 
with anxiety and bated 
breadth. High stakes are 
involved. Opposition 
weak though is in the 
fray with its own strate-
gies if not to win but at 
least ensure reduction 
in BJP numbers and not 
let them reach the mag-
ical number as it has 
all the potential to shut 
their shops those they 
have been running for 
decades without oppo-
sition till a decade ago. 
In essence, for BJP-NDA 
the battle for 2024 is es-
sentially a campaign to 
make India a developed 
nation viewed from its 
periscope and telescop-
ic ideologies and nation-
alist mindsets. 

BJP’s Smart Number Game
DEEN DAYAL UPADHYAYA MARG
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Latest revelation of 
account manipulation 
irregularities effected 
in Punjab & Sind Bank 
has shocked the people, 
experts in the banking 
sector and also the stock 
market wizards. Punjab 
& Sind Bank (P&SB) is 
alleged to be manipulat-
ing its financials to arti-
ficially project a sound fi-
nancial health. The bank 
allegedly orchestrated 
a ‘Window Dressing’ 
of its account holders 
during the third quarter 
financials of FY 2023-24. 
In a latest, P&SB is al-
leged to have indulged 
in stage-managed irreg-
ularities that had all the 
potential to trigger seri-
ous implications on the 
stability and integrity of 
the financial system af-
fecting the interests of 
bank’s retail sharehold-
ers. 

Allegations are that 
the P&SB’s CMD  pres-
surized the employees 
to get the unutilised 
credit limits of loans of 
customers availed for a 
short duration of a week 
to artificially spike the 
bank advanced loans 
business transaction fig-
ures. As per audited re-
sults during the Q3 end-
ing for the Financial Year 
2023-24 the total busi-
ness of the bank stood at 
`2,01,914 crore inferred 
out of `83,559 advances 
and `1,18,355 Crore de-
posits. It is alleged that 

the unutilized loan limits 
were unethically shown 
as availed by transferring 
the available amounts in 
the sanctioned loan and 
other limits in customer 
accounts to customer’s 
savings or current ac-
count as was applicable. 

This orchestrated 
window dressing of ac-
counts was to enhance 
the total of advances as 
well as deposits to tweak 
the health of the bank in 
the balance sheet. This is 
also to artificially make 
the bank appear healthy 
to spike its share prices 
in the market and also 
to upgrade its overall 
valuation, and possibly 
to show achievement of 
projected targets for the 
financial year. 

To give shape to this 
window dressing irreg-
ularity initiative, the 
CMD’s office of P&SB 
is said to have sent two 
eMails to all its branches 
and zonal offices. First 
eMail was sent on 27, De-
cember 2023 containing 
a detailed list of 89,565 
account holder details 
spread over 1500 branch-
es of P&SB, having un-
utilized loans and limits 
balance of over `50,000 
amounting to `4,917.93 
Crores. 

This was, It is alleged, 
followed by a second 
eMail of 29, December 
2023 where progress of 
window dressing was 
sought and given in brief. 

Additionally, it is al-
leged that majority Field 
Staffs were personally 
called and were advised 
to debit the respective 
Over Draft (OD) and 
Cash Credit (CC) limits 
of the loaned customers 
and credit these funds 
appropriately in Savings 
and Current Accounts 
of the same customers. 
This artificial stage-man-
aged exercise resulted 
in artificial increase in 
advance and sanctioned 
loan utilisation figures 
of the bank customers. 
It is said that the CMD 
of the bank was desper-
ately trying to cross the 
bank’s business transac-
tion figure of Rs 2 lakh 
Crore. Way back in Jan-
uary 2024 P&SB CMD 
Swarup Kumar Saha 
had said that P&SB is 
expected to cross the Rs 
2 Lakh crore milestone 
on the back of robust 
growth in loans, adding 
that the 3rd quarter of 
2023 the bank had wit-
nessed good growth. He 
had added that Topline 
growth was in line with 
drawn out guidelines 
while other key param-
eters like asset quality 
and slippages were also 
under control. Financial 
Institutions operate in 
a dynamic and competi-
tive environment. It is es-
sential that they adhere 
to the highest standards 
of transparency and ac-
countability. Any form of 

manipulation or misrep-
resentation of financial 
statements undermine 
investors’ confidence, 
erode public trust, and 
pose systematic risks 
to the overall financial 
health of the Nation’s 
economy. The banks 
undoubtedly shoulder 
greater responsibility 
playing a highly signif-
icant role in creating a 
robust economy for the 
Nation.  

The alleged window 
dressing at Punjab & 
Sind Bank appears to 
involve actions that may 
artificially improve the 
appearance of the bank’s 
financial health and po-
sition in the market, 
potentially misleading 
stakeholders and regula-
tors. 

Such practices have 
the potency of far-reach-
ing consequences for 
the economy. We need to 

have a robust and trans-
parent financial system. 
Given the gravity of the 
situation, the need of the 
situation is for the Cen-
tral Bank, regulators and 
the Finance Ministry to 
immediately intervene, 
initiate immediate and 
comprehensive investi-
gations into these alle-
gations, book the wrong 
doers and also halt such 
and other misleading 
actions of banks in their 
quest to project good 
health, spike share pric-
es and hoodwink achiev-
ing the missed targets. 
The public have the right 
to know that their finan-
cial institutions are oper-
ating with highest global 
standard ethics and com-
pliances. It is also imper-
ative that the results of 
the investigations are 
made public to ensure 
transparency and to pin 
accountability.

P&S Bank ‘Window 
Dressing’ Scam

People and the bank 
employees themselves 
were stunned and 
shocked when the Eco-
nomic Offense Wing 
(EOW) raided Punjab 
and Sind bank branch in 
Indore, Madhya Pradesh. 
It has now come to light 
that the case pertains to 
liquor mafias and con-
tractors, in which sev-
eral hundred crores of 
rupees siphoned off the 
bank coffers in the name 
of bank faked bank guar-
antees and collaterals. 
EOW sleuths accuse 
bank officials of inten-
tionally illicitly benefit-
ing contractors and the 
liquor mafia lords against 
possible personal gratifi-
cations. 

EOW had received in-
formation about faked, 
improper and or im-
properly verified bank 

guarantees and collat-
eral securities including 
incomplete documen-
tation, suspecting con-
nivance of some unscru-
pulous Punjab and Sind 
bank officials. 

The Economic Of-
fense Wing suspects that 
there has been fraud 
bank guarantee scam 
touching at least a min-
imum of Rs 150 crore in 
the said Indore branch 

alone. Based on a tip off 
and and investigated in-
formation EOW raided 
Punjab and Sind Bank 
office in Rajbara, Indore.  

Liquor contracts bids 
were held in February 
every year. For this, each 
contractor had to pro-
vide a bank guarantee of 
12% before bidding and 
deposit the remaining 
amount in installments. 
But sever of the liquor 

contractors participat-
ed, bid and bagged the 
contracts with bank 
guarantees issued by 
the bank on the basis of 
incomplete, fake and or 
unverified collateral and 
guarantee documents, 
after which many did  not 
return the money which 
raised several questions 
and several complaints 
were filed with the EOW 
by unidentified persons. 

Most of the contrac-
tors associated with the 
liquor syndicate have 
accounts in the Rajba-
ra branch of Punjab and 
Sind Bank. The com-
plaints were also that 
in many cases the bank 
guaranteed and issued 
guarantee documents 
exceeding the value of 
the property and other 
forms of bank collater-
als and guarantees to 

the liquor contractors 
who all got the contracts 
for which they in reality 
were not entitled to and 
that huge amounts were 
bribed to the conniving 
bank employees to mete 
out this favour to them.  

This is not an isolated 
case of such frauds and 
scams.  There are sever-
al of them which come to 
the fore only when they 
are caught. Aggressive re-
forms, stringent checks, 
close monitoring are all 
good but only stringent 
laws are framed and im-
plemented to book and 
heavily punish the cul-
prits including ceasing 
of all their ill earned as-
sets and stringent pun-
ishment including life 
term to death penalty 
could possibly deter peo-
ple from even thinking of 
wrong doing. 

`150 Cr P&SB Guarantee Scam 



UNION TERRITORY INDEPENDENT PG 15
MARCH 16-30, 2024  www.utindependentnews.inCOVER STORY

Now it is all about Aim-
less Opposition Vs Con-
fident Committed Modi’s 
BJP-NDA might? Forthcom-
ing 2024 general elections is 
becoming more interesting 
than electrifying as the tout-
ed unity of the opposition is 
collapsing one after anoth-
er like a crumpled pack of 
cards. Thanks to the aimless 
and directionless opposi-
tion, Advantage BJP! 

The grand alliance en-
visioned by the opposition, 
christened I.N.D.I. alliance 
has spectacularly implod-
ed. What was meant to be a 
united front for a more than 
challenging fight against 
the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP)-led National De-
mocractic Alliance (NDA) 
now lies in total ruins, with 
Arvind Kejriwal’s Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP), Mamata 
Banerjee’s Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC), Mayawati’s 
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) 
and Faroouq Abdullah’s 
National Conference (NC) 
choosing to go solo, and Ja-
nata Dal United (JDU) and 
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) 
returning to the NDA fold. 
Even where Congress has 
forged poll seat share deals 
have mostly been cosmetic, 
aggravating and dissatisfy-
ing several within the party, 
just to save grace than a poll 
winning united aggression 
motive. Merely opposing 
a common adversary is in-
sufficient. A cohesive agen-
da is indispensable. They 
should have at least agreed 
to a Common Minimum Pro-
gram without which the op-
position unity is fragile and 
success surely elusive. The 
failure of the opposition al-
liance to focus on a unified 
stance on critical issues 
highlights the absence of a 
shared vision. While some 
parties vehemently opposed 
certain policies, others of-
fered indirect support or re-
mained indecisive, exposing 
deep cracks within the op-
position grouping. 

To effectively counter 
BJP’s powerful and disci-
plined electoral machin-
ery might and ideological 
strongholds, opposition 
parties should have com-
promised individual ambi-
tions at least to forge a com-
mon ideological framework, 
strategy, and alternative 
vision. Coalition politics de-
mands compromise, consen-
sus, and clarity of purpose. 
Without these foundational 
pillars, opposition allianc-
es naturally have crumbled 
under the weight of internal 
discord and external pres-
sures.

As the political land-
scapes evolved, opposition 
parties failed to recognise 
that unity in opposition 
requires more than mere 
opposition to PM Mode. It 

demanded a shared com-
mitment to principles and 
a coherent vision for the 
nation’s future. These were 
lacking and the opposition 
unity naturally went in for a 
terrific shot in the hands of 
the progressive looking BJP 
and PM Modi. 

While publicly proclaim-
ing a shared goal of ousting 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and BJP-NDA, the ac-
tions of the opposition par-
ties indicate otherwise. In 
states like Punjab, where 
the BJP’s presence is min-
imal, the focus shifts to in-
tra-party rivalries, as seen 
between the Aam Aadmi 
Party and the Congress. 
Similarly, in West Bengal, 
the opposition’s internal 
divisions overshadow the 
broader goal of countering 
the BJP. While the TMC is 
attempting to decimate the 
Congress and the left in the 
State, Congress is trying to 
forge an alliance with the 
left to defeat the dream run 
of its own ally TMC in the 
state. Crucially, the grand 
alliance failed to address nu-
anced state-level dynamics 
during their meetings, high-
lighting a glaring absence 
of strategic planning. This 
lack of clarity underscores 
the persistent issue of tradi-
tional and regional rivalries 
hindering opposition unity. 
Without substantive dis-
cussions on strategy, these 
parties remain fragmented, 
unable to present a cohesive 
challenge to the BJP. This 
triggers the question of in-
tent looming large, casting 
doubt on the opposition’s 
ability to effectively count-
er the ruling party’s domi-
nance.

This dramatic fragmen-
tation raises critical ques-
tions about the future of 
Indian democracy and the 
opposition’s ability to offer 
a viable alternative to the 
strong and confidently for-
ward marching BJP led by 
its formidable and strong 
leader PM Modi, with rising 
not only Indian but global 
popularity. Indian opposi-
tion not only is aimless and 
directionless, but also has 
become mindless. They are 
at a loss to understand and 
counter Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and his formi-
dable team’s moves, strate-
gies and absolute affiliation 
to nationalism where their 
thinking starts when and 
where others end. 

Touted opposition uni-
ty to take PM Modi and his 
BJP-NDA head-on has only 
proved advantageous to BJP 
in every way from sloganeer-
ing to welfarism. Here is 
one uncompromising, polit-
ically unpredictable master 
politician who has become 
a formidable unchallenged 
leader who is, to the sur-

prise of the opposition, is 
exerting the public to work 
hard, as he assures taking 
care of them, to become the 
best and powerful instead 
of appeasing them and lur-
ing them with freebies and 
above all that is making him 
more popular, powerful and 
formidable in a country with 
diverse cultures and caste 
and religious divides that 
the opposition is mindlessly 
trying to take advantage of, 
failing all the time.  Every 
uttering of the fragmented 
opposition is only becoming 
a unbeatable springboard 
for the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) to invent newer 
nationalist mass appeal slo-
gans. Latest being the ‘hum 
hai Modi ka Pariwar’. Op-
position, sadly, also has not 
been able to neutrilise the 
BJP’s New Age New India 
secularism that takes the 
whole country together and 
forward, a great blow to the 
appeasement politics that 
had helped the opposition 
to rule for decades. 

Opposition that has be-
come weak and unpopular 
as their touted unity shat-
ters to pieces has still not 
been able to counter the 
BJP’s developmental push 
with smart ‘New India brand 
of Secularism’ through its 
“Sabka Saath, Sabka Vi-
kas, Sabka Vishwas, Sabka 
Prayaas” along with “Atma 
Nirbar Viksit Bharat” is 
more than a blunt congress 
brand secularism, naturally 
has struck awe and admira-
tion across the board cutting 
across caste and religious 
lines.  Several factors con-
tributed to this nightmarish 
scenario of the opposition, 
foremost being the alliance 
lacked a clear united vision 
and is solely focused on de-
feating the PM Modi as each 
party in the new opposition 
grouping harboured individ-
ual ambitions that clashed 
on the national stage. Strik-
ingly the absence of a unify-
ing agenda beyond ousting 
PM Modi and BJP fuelled 
internal competition, partic-
ularly on contentious issues 
like Hindutva, economic 
policies, and social reforms. 
Another key factor is that 
personal ambitions of new-
ly formed grouped alliance 
partners trumped collec-
tive goals. Leaders jockeyed 
for dominance, insisting on 
narratives centered around 
their individual personas, 
leading to disengagement 
and infighting when indi-
vidual expectations weren’t 
met. But the most crucial 
reason being communi-
cation breakdowns that 
plagued the alliance. Incon-
sistent messaging and a lack 
of coordination between the 
Congress party’s central and 
state leadership exposed 
deep fissures. Contradictory 

stances from regional units, 
like West Bengal and Delhi, 
further hampered the devel-
opment of a cohesive mes-
sage.

Most significantly the 
Congress party’s approach 
lacked pragmatism. Sym-
bolic gestures like Rahul 
Gandhi’s Nyay Yatra took 
precedence over actively ad-
dressing alliance challenges, 
neglecting the strategic ad-
justments crucial for effec-
tive coalition management. 
To summarise in short Op-
position’s Lack of Clarity 
Undermined Anti-BJP Front 
and its touted unity expos-
ing opposition’s lack of clear 
intent. 

Every component par-
ty of the new opposition 
grouping invariably are 
facing corruption charges 
against their stalwarts and 
are under the complex web 
knit by the central investiga-
tions agencies to book them 
one by one steadily and in a 
well structured phased man-
ner has been plaguing each 
one of them. The opposition 
parties are trying to find 
avenues to escape from the 
wrath of these determined 
agencies rather than putting 
up a united show. 

As the 2024 general elec-
tions loom, the opposition 
parties have failed to realise 
that personal egos should 
not supersede the greater 
goal of providing a credi-
ble alternative to the ruling 
party. By prioritising power 
plays over genuine collab-
oration, opposition par-
ties risk undermining their 
own credibility in the eyes 
of the electorate. The path 
to effective opposition lies 
in transcending individual 
ambitions and embracing 
a shared vision for the na-
tion’s future. Only through 
genuine cooperation and a 
commitment to collective 
goals can opposition alli-
ances hope to garner public 
trust and present a compel-
ling alternative to the sta-
tus quo. As the Indian elec-
torate awaits the outcome 
of the upcoming elections, 
opposition parties are not 
heeding to this lesson and 
prioritise their unity over 
ego. Why should voters trust 
a group that crumbles at 
the first word to and repeat-
edly plays the “post-poll 
alliance” card? This isn’t a 
entertainment game. it’s all 
about the nation’s future. 
Voters yearn for leadership, 
not a fragmented spectacle. 
Playing the victim and blam-
ing the BJP won’t suffice. 
The opposition must listen 
to the people’s concerns, 
offer concrete solutions, 
and demonstrate a genuine 
commitment to unity, now, 
not after the elections. This 
pretention must end. They 
should stop treating vot-

ers like idiots playing their 
games. The opposition has 
to offer the nation a credible 
alternative, or step aside for 
the able ones who can, like 
the current government and 
its formidable leader.

The fractured opposition 
presents a clear advantage 
to the BJP in 2024. Unless 
the coming months see wild 
dream of regrouping efforts 
which is unlikely as the time 
has run out, the new oppo-
sition grouping dream lies 
shattered, raising concerns 
about the ability of the op-
position to function as an 
effective check and balance 
to BJP-NDA alliance. This 
political earthquake’s af-
tershocks will resonate far 
beyond the upcoming elec-
tions, shaping the future of 
Indian politics in the years 
to come. However, the pic-
ture behind the closed doors 
is totally different. Plagued 
by the change in political 
dynamics triggered by BJP’s 
unpredictable newer moves 
every passing day that takes 
them all off guard, the oppo-
sition unity has collapsed to 
downgrade their united fight 
against BJP to saving their 
faces and grace in public 
eyes and now appear more 
focused and keen on not de-
feating PM Modi, but to re-
duce his BJP-NDA numbers 
to below 200 so that BJP is 
forced to form a weaker co-
alition that will ensure the 
opposition to block BJP 
engineered developmental 
programs and push their 
own ideologies and schemes 
to save their skins from pub-
lic disgrace in the coming 
times and more so escape 
from the onslaught of the in-
vestigating agencies. 

The opposition’s pre-
tention of a “united front” 
against the BJP has run 
its full course. Pretending 
at unity while actively an-
nouncing solo campaigns is 
not only absurd, but insult-
ing to the very voters they 
hope to woo. Indians crave 
stability, a strong govern-
ment that delivers. But the 
fractured, disillusioned, 
weaker and directionless 
opposition offers only cha-
os and uncertainty. Indian 
voters are no more a pack of 
idiots even in the rural. Vot-
ers can no more be fooled. 
They know who is true and 
who is pretending. They 
know who is honest and 
who is not. The forthcoming 
Lok Sabha elections is going 
to be unique and notewor-
thy in more ways than that 
meets the eye. It is going to 
be a fight between political 
adversaries to know who 
wins, the weak, aimless di-
rectionless opposition that 
is pretending unity or the 
one who promises to take 
the country ahead with its 
“Viksit Bharat” promise.

Aimless Opposition
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Andman & Nicobar 
(A&N) Islands cluster 
is to witness a fierce 
poll fight between the is-
land’s two popular lead-
ers of BJP and Congress. 
Sitting MP Kuldeep Rai 
Sharma, a Presiden-
tial award winning of 
three times for being 
the best Parliamentari-
an, has been chosen by 
the grand old Congress 
party to challenge BJP’s 
Bishnu Pada Ray in the 
forthcoming general 
elections scheduled to 
be held in April-May this 
year. 

Congress Leader and 
sitting MP of this re-
mote islands cluster has 
been rising in his popu-
larity owing to his good 
work championing the 
cause of the islanders by 
making all out efforts to 
resolve their problems 
and raising the issues of 
the territory in the Par-
liament regularly. This 
has earned him the vast 
support of his Congress 
party workers and the 
love of the people of this 
remote islands cluster. 

This remote islands 
cluster territory had 
witnessed only neglect 
despite several party 
stalwarts having held 
the positions of power 
wielding great influence 
in corridors of power in 
Delhi. But sitting MP 
Kuldeep Sharma tried 
to change this scenario 
of neglect with his pro-
active initiatives and 
being vocal in the par-
liament, continuously 
raising the issues plagu-
ing the islands cluster 
territory. Sharma ef-
forts triggered starting 
of fast-paced all round 
development. Following 
the visit of Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi to 
this island cluster few 
time earlier had helped 
further and now is wit-
nessing large infrastruc-
ture projects moving 
fast in full swing. 

In his current term 
of five years, Kuldeep 
Sharma had worked 
hard attempting to re-
solve several of the crit-
ical issues affecting the 
people of Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. Shar-
ma’s efforts had includ-
ed an array of concerns 
of the islanders many 
of which had seen reso-
lutions with long term 
benefits. Adding to the 
developmental pro-
grams focused on key ar-
eas has been Sharmas’s 
carefully identified, well 
planned and budgeted 
projects whose expens-
es had been chipped out 
of his MPLADS (MP Lo-
cal Area Development 
Scheme) Funds. His 
MPLADS funds alloca-
tion were utilized in a 
variety of developmen-
tal projects Soft spoken 
Sharma’s, an absolutely 
lovable gentleman, cor-
dial relations with all 
including the opposi-
tion party leaders and 
the bureaucracy in the 
Administration has en-
abled him solve quickly 
several of the problems 
of the people of the is-
land, majority of whom 
are innocent and poor 
tribals. 

It is not surprising 
that Sharma has been 
the natural choice of the 
Congress party for the 
forthcoming  LS elec-
tions whose announce-
ment is just few days 
away. BJP will have 
a tough challenger in 
Kuldeep this time too. 

KULDEEP 
Renomination ABDUL SAJID

This time around 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) had not ventured 
on adventures and has 
wisely chosen to field 
their three times MP 
Bishnu Pada Ray for the 
fourth time.

Ray, a popular BJP 
leader of this UT of An-
daman & Nicobar islands 
cluster was first elected 
to Lok Sabha from this 
UT constituency in 1999, 
when he defeated Con-
gress candidate Kuldeep 
Rai Sharma by 2,990 
votes. He was re-elected 
in 2009 and also in 2014 
with comfortable mar-
gins. In the past, Ray had 
raised his voice against a 
section of his own BJP ac-
tivists, alleging that they 
were misusing the BJP 
banner and are involved 
in corruption and were 
working against the inter-
est of the party. This had 
made him unpopular with 
some BJP leaders who 
campaigned his nomina-
tion and that was Vijay 
Jolly, yet another popular 
leader of the BJP in this 
remote islands cluster 
territory was nominated 
in 2019 but who eventu-
ally lost to current sitting 
MP Kuldeep Sharma. 

It was widely believed 
that Ray’s tirade against 
corruption against his 
own party workers was 
the reason for the BJP 
to deny nominating him 
against popular peoples’ 
wishes. But the BJP cen-
tral command appears 
to have realized their 
mistake in 2019 and now 
to get into a corrective 
course and ensure BJP 
bags this UT , Bishnu 
Pada Ray has rightly been 
chosen to challenge the 
current sitting Congress 
MP. “The central govern-
ment has done a lot for 
Andaman and Nicobar Is-

lands, and in future, I will 
also work as a dedicated 
soldier of BJP to take the 
archipelago on the devel-
opmental path,” Ray said 
after his nomination to 
fight the forthcoming LS 
election from this islands 
cluster territory. 

Bhatatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) presence is very 
strong in the islands. 
Bishnu Pada Ray had 
been BJP MP thrice from 
this island territory and 
wields very good influence 
and commands love of 
the islanders. In a recent 
survey both Congress and 
BJP are at the same lev-
el of popularity among 
the people of this remote 
UT island clusters. Con-
gress and BJP candidates 
this time around would 
be formidable too. Both 
Kuldeep Sharm of Con-
gress and BJP’s Ray are 
sure to have sleepless 
nights burning midnight 
oil sweating out to beat 
their adversaries in an 
interesting and challeng-
ing poll fight for suprem-
acy in this remote islands 
cluster. Ray or Sharma? 
Soon the islander would 
decide their fates as to 
whom they chose to rep-
resent them in the parlia-
ment this term! 

Choice of Modi

In a territory that has 
seen a keen poll fight be-
tween two national parties 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) and Congress, there 
appears one new challenger 
to them in Manoj Paul in the 
fray in the remote UT of UT 
of Andman & Nicobar island 
clusters. Manoj Paul with his 
Andaman Democratic Con-
gress Party banner a Mum-
bai IITian, has been fighting 
for the rights and good of the 
local islanders with the local 
administration and some 
sections of political parties 
in this islands cluster. 

A young leader of strong 
convictions, Manoj says he 
knows what exactly are the 
needs, aspirations and wish-
es of the islanders and why 
many in polity are missing 
the correct links for mass 
connect with the people and 
why they are not able to re-
solve the islanders problems 
those are there for decades. 
Manoj Pal, a very active so-
cio-political activist, now has 
become a well known name 
among several sections of 
the society. He once partic-
ularly appeared to have had 
the whole hearted support 
of majority of the settlers in 
the island from states like 
Jharkhand, Bihar, Bengal 
and Andhra Pradesh regions 
who have all now made this 
island their homes. But this 
has changed as Paul now has 
gained the love of all in the 
society and now is consid-

ered an effective voice of all 
in the society. The extended 
mass support to Paul from 
the islanders is potentially 
changing the political land-
scape in this tiny remote UT 
islands cluster.  For Manoj 
Paul it is only the interests 
of the people of this island 
clusters from all sections in 
the society that that matters 
and is of prime focus in his 
life and career. He is cham-
pioning the causes of the 
youth of the island fighting 
for them against unemploy-
ment which is the key factor 
causing unrest among the 
youth of the island. 

He is also one staunch 
activist fighting against the 
drugs menace and the drug 
crime syndicates. He is con-
vinced that drug addiction 
is destroying the life and 
career of the youth in the 
island. Majority of the drug-
lords and criminals in this 
remote UT island cluster are 
all outsiders, having come to 
the islands cluster in search 

of jobs and business oppor-
tunities. The innocence of 
the islanders and the enor-
mous potential the territory 
offered to businesses offer-
ing tourist infrastructure 
and facilities to visitors and 
tourists to the island, they 
settled in the island and 
slowly firmed up their busi-
nesses. Paul says several 
of them today own several 
Hotels, Inns, Tourist Homes 
and Huts, hi-fi restaurants, 
etc. He says it is the people 
from outside the island who 
are flourishing and having 
fun time. Manoj, the new 
activists who is growing in 
popularity is fighting against 
the exploitation of local peo-
ple and the precious local 
resources and is fighting for 
the just rights of the local 
islanders.  He was once very 
active BJP worker who went 
on to become the Zilla Par-
ishad Member, but eventu-
ally came out of BJP. Paul’s 
popularity stems from his 
cordial relations with all In 
the political parties and also 
officials and staff in the An-
daman Administration. 

Paul, a close trusted con-
fidante of Paritosh Halder, 
current supremo of Anda-
man Democratic Congress 
Party, is taking his party 
prospects to the next levels. 
It is nice to see a new face 
in the island’s politics grow-
ing steadily to challenge the 
might of BJP and Congress 
in this remote island. 

New Challenger Paul
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India and the four-nation 
bloc European Free Trade 
Association (EFTA) com-
prising Norway, Switzerland, 
Iceland and Liechtenstein 
signing the coveted free trade 
agreement, officially dubbed 
as the Trade and Econom-
ic Partnership Agreement 
(TEPA), is built on a progres-
sive plan to attract US$100 
billion in investments over 
a period of 15 years. This is 
to benefit India in more ways 
than the conventional bilat-
eral trade agreement. Prime 
Minister Naredran Modi has 
sealed this agreement and 
has rightly called this as a 
new turn and a watershed 
moment for India. 

India seeks $50 billion in-
vestment in first 10 years, an-
other $50 billion in next five 
years. This deal is expected 
to benefit industrial goods 
exports from India to the 4 
European Nations bloc. The 
direct investments will cre-
ate direct employment job 
opportunities of over 1 mil-
lion. This commitment would 
be linked to duty reduction 
under the agreement. 

The agreement has 14 
chapters, including trade in 
goods, rules of origin, trade 
in services, investment pro-
motion and cooperation, 
government procurement, 
intellectual property rights 
(IPRs), technical barriers to 

trade, and trade facilitation.
This TEPA free trade 

agreement is all important 
to India and also the 4 Eu-
ropean Nations. Sectors re-
lated to almost all industrial 
goods exported from India 
to the EFTA. There would be 
more easy access to agricul-
tural produces and products 
also are expected to benefit 
from the free trade agree-
ment. Sectors such as phar-
ma, medical devices and pro-
cessed food items also would 
get a great boost. 

Items such as dairy, sen-
sitive agricultural products 
and soya, among others, 
would be kept on the exclu-
sion list, which means no 
duty concessions would be 
provided in the agreement 
for these items.

Under free trade agree-
ments, two trading partners 
significantly cut down or 
omit customs duties on the 
maximum number of goods 
traded between them, be-
sides easing norms to foster 
trade in services and invest-
ments. 

India’s exports to EFTA 
nations during 2022-2033 
stood at $1.92 billion against 
$1.74 billion in 2021-2022. Im-
ports aggregated at $16.74 
billion during the last finan-
cial year as opposed to $25.5 
billion in 2021-2022, leaving 
a trade deficit of $14.8 bil-

lion. With this EFTA agree-
ment the deficit is expected 
to drastically reduce in the 
coming years of implementa-
tion of this agreement, bene-
fiting India in all ways from 
inward investment to export 
trade and millions of job cre-
ation opportunities. 

Of the four nations, Swit-
zerland is the largest trading 
partner of India, followed 
by Norway. India’s main im-
ports from Switzerland in-
clude gold, machinery, phar-
maceuticals, cooking and 
steam coal, and optical in-
struments and orthopaedic 
appliances, among others. 
Meanwhile, major exports 
from India include gems and 
jewellery, shops and boats, 
machinery, certain types of 
textiles and apparels, and 
chemicals, among others. 
The bilateral trade between 
the two countries stood at 
$17.14 billion in the last fiscal 
as against $14.45 billion in 
2022-2023. 

Switzerland has some of 
the largest pharmaceutical 
companies in the world, in-
cluding Roche and Novartis, 
both of which have a pres-
ence in India. Furthermore, 
India has received about $10 
billion foreign direct invest-
ments (FDI) from Switzer-
land between April 2000 and 
December 2023, and is the 12 
largest investor in India.

EFTA To Boost 
US$100 BLN

Vietnam’s largest fi-
nancial fraud case got un-
der way, with real estate 
tycoon Truong My Lan 
facing the death penalty. 
She is accused of being 
the mastermind in a fraud 
scam totaling US$12.5 bil-
lion. The amount involved 
is equivalent to about 
3 per cent of Vietnam’s 
GDP in 2023.

Early March 2024, Viet-
nam’s largest financial 
fraud case began, with 
real estate tycoon Truong 
My Lan risking a life term 
to  death penalty. 

According to investi-
gators, Lan and her ac-
complices are accused of 
siphoning off 304 trillion 
Vietnam currency dong 
(US$12.46 billion) from 
the country’s largest 
bank, Saigon Joint Stock 
Commercial Bank (SCB). 
Lan effectively controlled 
SCB through dozens of 
proxies and is accused of 
swindling the cash.

This case is part of 
Vietnam government’s 
anti-graft drive against 
widespread corruption 
in the country. The tri-
al, expected to last until 
the end of April 2024 at 

the People’s Court of Ho 
Chi Minh City, is part of 
a much wider campaign 
against corruption in the 
country which the leader 
of the ruling Communist 
Party, Nguyen Phu Trong, 
has pledged for years to 
stamp out, with no tangi-
ble results yet. 

The anti-graft drive 
has led in recent months 
to multiple high-profile 
arrests and the resigna-
tion of top figures, includ-
ing the country’s former 
president last year, but 
the trial for the chairwom-
an of real estate developer 
Van Thinh Phat Holdings 
Group is unprecedented 
for its scale, with thou-
sands expected to be 
summoned and about two 
hundred lawyers partici-
pating in the proceedings, 
according to state media.

Real estate tycoon 
Truong My Lan and her 
accomplices are accused 
of siphoning off 304 tril-
lion dong (US$12.46 bil-
lion) from the country’s 
largest bank by assets, 
Saigon Joint Stock Com-
mercial Bank (SCB), 
which Lan effectively con-
trolled through dozens of 

proxies, according to in-
vestigators.

Lan has for years been 
a central figure in Viet-
nam’s finance and orches-
trated the merger of SCB 
with other two lenders in 
2011 to salvage the trou-
bled banks in a plan coor-
dinated with the central 
bank. She owns several 
properties in Ho Chi Minh 
City’s richest districts 
and has multiple assets 
overseas in prime premi-
um locations, according 
to investigators and pub-
lic information.

In addition to charges 
of embezzlement, Lan 
is also accused of giv-
ing huge bribes and of 
breaching banking regu-
lations. Among the other 
defendants are Lan’s hus-
band, a Chinese national, 
and 15 central bank offi-
cials, including a senior 
inspector accused of tak-
ing bribes worth $5.2 mil-
lion from Lan.

Despite years of the an-
ti-graft campaign, known 
locally as “blazing fur-
nace”, corruption remains 
widespread in the South-
east Asian country, lead-
ing many to question mo-

tives behind any arrest. 
In some provinces, up to 
90% of applicants for land 
certificates paid a bribe, 
and kickbacks are also 
extremely common to re-
ceive medical services in 
public hospitals, accord-
ing to a report published 
in March 2023 by the Unit-
ed Nations Development 
Programme and other or-
ganisations.

Bribe-taking amounts 
that would trigger cit-
izens’ denouncements 
ranged between 20 million 
dong ($810) and 43 million 
dong ($1,742) with the up-
per value being five times 
the average monthly sal-
ary in the country, indi-
cating citizens’ levels of 
tolerance of bribe-taking 
acts in the country.

For a country whose 
regime was founded as a 
land-to-the-tiller move-
ment, one would have ex-
pected the Vietnamese 
government to be more 
sensitive to real estate 
issues. While abuse and 
corruption have been a 
persistent irritant in the 
countryside, they’ve in-
creasingly spread to the 
cities and impacted the 

middle and emerging mid-
dle classes in Vietnam. 

Land has always been 
a very sensitive issue in 
Vietnam. Technically, the 
state owns all land, but 
since the Doi Moi reforms 
and the implementation 
of a contract based ag-
ricultural system in the 
mid-1980s, people can 
acquire leases. Yet, not 
all land is created equal, 
and the best often goes 
to local officials and their 
cronies. Local-level offi-
cials routinely appropri-
ate land for development 
projects or to profit from 
urban sprawl. Farmers 
keep complaining of un-
fair compensation. And 
even when compensation 
is market value, their 
forced sale has always re-
mained an irritant. Farm-
ers are often not provided 
with new skills to make a 
living. If proved, it could 
be one of the largest finan-
cial frauds in Asia. Even 
Malaysia’s 1MDB corrup-
tion scandal involved for 
instance only about $4.5 
billion and the Vietnam 
land scam surpasses to a 
mindboggling US$12.46 
billion. 

US$12.5 BLN Land Scandal 

It should be intriguing as to why the doctors in 
South Korea have been on a strike since last two 
weeks. About 8,940 medical interns and residents 
in S Korea have left their worksites in protest, dis-
rupting the operations of major hospitals forcing 
the government to deploy their defense personnel 
help attend the patients.  Why are the doctors up in 
arms? Reason: They are against the government to 
offer more seats in medical colleges which they see 
as increase in competition in the jobs market! Very 
intriguing indeed. Thousands of junior doctors in 
South Korea have been refusing to see patients and 
attend surgeries since they walked off the job Feb. 
20 in response to the government’s push to recruit 
more medical students.  The government plans to 
raise South Korea’s yearly medical school admission 
caps by 2,000, from the current 3,058. The enrollment 
plan is meant to add up to 10,000 doctors by 2035 to 
cope with the country’s fast-aging population. Offi-
cials say South Korea has 2.1 physicians per 1,000 
people, far below the average of 3.7 in the developed 
world. The striking doctors-in-training say schools 
do not have the required infrastructure and hence, 
can’t handle an abruptly increased number of med-
ical students. Doctors are among the highest-paid 
professionals in South Korea, and the trainees’ 
walkout has so far failed to win public support, with 
a survey showing that about 80% of respondents 
support the government’s recruitment plan. Several 
critics, however, say the striking junior doctors sim-
ply oppose the government plan because they worry 
adding more doctors would result in a lower income. 
The walkouts have led hospitals to cancel numerous 
planned surgeries and other medical treatments. 
In some major hospitals, junior doctors account 
for about 30%-40% of the total doctors, playing the 
role of supporting senior doctors during surgeries 
and dealing with inpatients. The strikers are among 
the country’s 13,000 medical residents and interns, 
and they work and get trained at about 100 hospitals 
in South Korea.  When the youth across the globe 
sweat it out to get into medical profession using one 
way or the other, here is a country where their own 
doctors are up in arms against more aspirants en-
tering their profession. Sometimes few stand out as 
stranger than fiction. 

S Korea Doctors Against Doctors! 
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State Bank of India, SBI, 
that was initially in fix has 
now submitted the details 
of Electoral Bonds to the 
Election Commission of In-
dia (ECI) against the Su-
preme Court order which in 
turn is to upload on its web-
site soon for public viewing. 
The apex court’s decision 
to publicise political fun do-
nors has undone the politi-
cal funding reforms the gov-
ernment had initiated. The 
idea was to slowly switch 
from hard cash to bank-
ing routes and at the same 
keep the donors details 

away from public viewing to 
avoid any political vendetta 
agains the donor later.  It 
idea of the electoral bonds 
was that cash donations to 
political outfits does not get 
into accountable transac-
tion channels and the gov-
ernment was keen to bring 
this unrecorded transac-
tions onboard the banking 
system. In cash transac-
tions no one knows who the 
donor is as the donors never 
want their names disclosed 
owing to fear of political 
vendetta later. The govern-
ment’s electoral funding re-

form was also to keep this 
most sensitive factor intact. 
But the apex court thought 
it otherwise and ordered 
disclosure of the donors. 

SBI has complied with 
the apex court order by 
submitting the details of 
electoral bond buyers. It 
has stated that total of 
22,030 electoral bonds had 
been redeemed out of 22,217 
bought

The amount of electoral 
bonds was not encashed by 
poll parties within the valid-
ity period of 15 days, it was 
transferred to the Prime 

Minister’s relief funds, the 
SBI said. SBI’s ready re-
cords in which the date of 
purchase, denomination, 
and name of the buyer were 
recorded, and [in relation 
to the political parties] the 
date of encashment and the 
denominations of the bonds 
encashed were recorded.”

The State Bank of India  
submitted records include 
all the relevant details such 
as date of purchase of each 
Electoral Bond, the name 
of the purchaser, the de-
nomination of the Electoral 
Bond purchased, the date 

of encashment of the Elec-
toral Bonds, the name of 
political parties who have 
received the contributions. 

What more is needed 
for the media and the po-
litical parties to start a 
slug festival pointing ac-
cusing fingers at the donor 
and received of these po-
litical contributions. It is 
going to fun for the public 
witnessing an interesting 
accusations and counter 
accusations festival adding 
more entertainment to the 
forthcoming 2024 general 
elections!

Political Slug Festival

Forthcoming general 
elections whose schedule is 
expected to be announced 
anytime in the next few 
days again is creating 
grounds for an interesting 
poll war in this tiny remote 
islands cluster between the 
traditional foes of this de-
cade Congress and Pawar’s 
Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP).

Congress is in disarray, 
as in the mainland. Though 
proactive always, BJP has 
faced religious bias in this 
totally tribal Muslims pop-
ulated islands cluster. How-
ever, politics is heating up 
in this remote UT islands 
cluster riding on the newer 
popularity buzz triggered 
by the recent visit of Prime 
Minister Narendra Mod’s 
visit to the islands cluster. 

Congress has pinned its 
hopes and has chosen Mu-
hammed Hamdullah Say-
eed, son of late P M Sayeed, 
as its candidate again for 
the Lakshadweep LS con-
stituency. Hamdulla won 
this LS seat in 2009 to be-
come the youngest MP of 
the 15th Lok Sabha, who 
was 26 years at that time. 

Congress MP Hamdul-
la Sayeed, was humbled by 
NCP’s Mohammed Faisal in 
a fierce contest in the Union 
Territory of Lakshadweep 
in 204 and again in 2019. 
Hamdulla is resolute to win 

this seat back from NCP’s 
Faizal who is riding high in 
his popularity despite piling 
controversies and disquali-
fication threats. 

A decade ago, Hamdul-
lah, always a shy young lad 
who grappled with stage 
fear in mock court trials in 
law college, could not have 
imagined addressing the 
electorate in 2009 when he 
won the LS seat from Ut of 
Lakshadweep. Two succes-
sive incidents change his 
career outlook thrusting 
him into the political arena 
that his late father PM Say-
eed ruled for four decades 
in this islands cluster. His 
father P M Sayeed losing 
the 2004 Lok Sabha elec-
tions from Lakshadweep for 
the first time in 40 years and 
the former Union ministers 
death the next year changed 
young Hamadulla’s mindset 
to pursue politics to take 
his father’s legacy forward, 
dumping his career dreams 
to pursue law as a profes-
sion. UT of Lakshadweep 
has a voting population of 
68,000 who will chose their 
next MP to represent them 
in Delhi. Hamadullah Say-
eed faces a formidable chal-
lenge from the two times sit-
ting MP Mhd Faizal of NCP. 
This tiny remote island is 
set to see an interesting poll 
war in the forthcoming LS 
election.

HAMDULLA TO 
Challenge Faizal 

Fake medicines are a big 
malady and on the rise in 
India. There is a complex 
interstate intricately twined 
web of producing and dis-
tributing fake and coun-
terfeit medicines fearlessly 
that poses a big threat to the 
public health and well-being. 

In a shocking latest inci-
dence that the DCA Telenga-
na busted a spurious drugs 
racket, the team found the 
fake medicines ingredients 
contained were Just Chalk 
& Starch Powder! 

The Drugs Control Ad-
ministration (DCA) of Tel-
angana in a meticulously co-
ordinated inter-state joint 
operation with the State 
police, code named ‘oper-
ation JAI’, recently busted 
a spurious manufacturing 
and inter-state distribution 
network. They also seized 
fake medicines containing 
chalk powder and starch 
valued at several lakhs from 
a fake medicines distributor 
kingpin in Telegana.  The 
officials found that the fake 
medicines were being sold 
by a non-existent company, 
Meg Lifesciences. Following 
the seizure, all medicines 
from Meg Lifesciences were 
subjected to a “Spurious 
Drug Alert and Stop-Use No-
tice” from the DCA. Based 
on the intelligence gathered 
by the investigating team, it 
was detected that fake med-
icines containing just chalk 
powder and starch, were 
being sold in medical shops 
by a non-existent company, 
“Meg Lifesciences”, most-
ly as anti-biotic. Interroga-
tions of the fake medicine 
distributor in Telengana re-
vealed that they were all be-

ing manufactured by at Nec-
tor Herbs & Drugs facilities 
located at Kotdwar, Pauri 
Garhwal, District, Uttara-
khand. The investigations 
further revealed that this 
fake medicines making and 
distributing racket has been 
going on for the past sever-
al years fearlessly fanned by 
the Uttarakhand firm. The 
complex network involved 
from fake medicine manu-
facturer to distributors and 
the retailers who conscious-
ly sell them for huge profits, 
at the cost and risk of the 
public health hazards. 

An Assocham study says 
25% of all medicines in India 
are fake, counterfeit, sub-
standard and or mislabelled 
mostly with several spell 
mistakes, all of them bear-
ing names of top pharma 
brands. Fake drugs consti-
tuted a staggering US$4.25 
billion (Rs 352 crore) of 
the total US$14–17 billion 
(Rs 14 trillion) of the In-
dian domestic drug mar-
ket. Approximately 10% of 
medicines in low- and mid-
dle-income countries prove 
ineffective because they are 
substandard or falsified, 
says the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO).

All these indicate the 
prevalence of counterfeit 
medications is far more 
widespread than one might 
think them to be, making the 
identification of fake medi-
cines really too challenging. 
However, the Health Minis-
try actions to curb fake med-
icines spread in the market 
is far more wanting. Most of 
the time it appears that the 
government stands helpless 
with not stern action plans 

to halt this spurious medi-
cines menace in the market 
that is affecting the health 
of the people. In addition 
the names of good brands 
being used by the fake 
medicine mafia and greedy 
fraudster gangs are also 
damaging the reputation 
of the big pharma brands 
that they built over years 
of hard work and intensive 
research in the search for 
effective medicines for the 
good of the society. The re-
forms in the health sector 
appears more focused on 
curbing the undue profits 
the big pharma companies 
make than dissuading the 
fake medicine makers. The 
mass promotion of generic 
medicines and introduc-
ing reforms in doctors pre-
scription methodologies 
and their role in promoting 
premium priced pharma 
brand medicines are good to 
streamline this part of the 
health sector. But drastic 
reforms in the form framing 
stringent laws to punish the 
counterfeit medicine mak-
ers and distributors are still 
wanting as these fraudsters 
when caught face only sim-
ple prison terms after which 
they into the same racket of 
fake medicines. This could 
be halted by framing so 
stringent punishments that 
they do not dare again ever 
to commit the same crime 
again. It is also imperative 
that the State Health de-
partment should also be-
come proactive and keep on 
the look out through their 
own intelligence network to 
hunt and finish the counter-
feit medicine makers and 
dealers. 

Fake Drugs 
Scam Busted
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As China and few oth-
er Eastern countries bat-
tle Baldness, a whooping 
`12,000 Crore Human 
Hair smuggling racket, 
spanning a complex mon-
ey trail and alleged mon-
ey laundering through 
the three-point-corridor, 
has been unearthed in 
Hyderabad, Telengana. 
ED busts `12k Cr hair 
racket leading to ‘bald-
ing’ China and few oth-
er Eastern countries. 
The ongoing `12K crore 
ED probe has revealed a 
complex web of money 
trail and alleged money 
laundering. 

An ongoing ED probe 
has thrown up a Rs 
11,793-crore human hair 
smuggling racket span-
ning a complex money 
trail and alleged money 
laundering through the 
three-point-corridor. Hu-
man Hair was smuggled 
to Myanmar, Bangladesh, 
Vietnam and China from 
Hyderabad airport and 
through land routes via 
Mizoram and Kolkata. 

Indian authorities 
are cracking down on 
human hair smuggling 
by investigating smug-
gling operations, finding 
out the modus operandi 
and tightening enforce-
ment measures. Human 
hair smuggling, the ille-
gal trade, not only poses 
a loss for the country’s 
economy but also under-
mines export and other 
related tax revenues due 
to evasion and also poses 
challenges for enforce-
ment agencies, prompt-
ing stricter measures 
to combat the problem. 
The Indian human hair 
smuggling often is done 
through land routes via 
neighboring countries. 

The Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) has un-
covered a massive US$1.5 
billion hair smuggling 
racket, with China be-
ing the primary buyer, 
due to high demand for 
Indian human hair. Indi-
an officials are cracking 
down on this illegal trade, 
which involves smug-
gling human hair worth 
billions to countries 
like China, Bangladesh, 
Myanmar, and Vietnam, 
to name a few. The land 
routes is traced to Hyder-
abad-Mizoram-Myanmar 
“front” which has been 
offering illicit human hair 
as raw material for the 

hair items making indus-
try. 

China and few Eastern 
countries are experienc-
ing a significant epidem-
ic of hair loss, leading to 
a high demand for wigs 
and hair extensions. In 
addition, Indian human 
hair is globally preferred 
by manufacturers due to 
its perceived quality, de-
scribed as lightweight, 
lustrous, and of fine qual-
ity, particularly the Remy 
hair with intact cuticles. 

Raw Human Hair are 
mainly collected from 
households, beauty par-
lours, salons, and more 
so majorly from temples 
and these primarilly ca-
ter to the beauty market 
globally. The Indian hu-
man hair export trade 
clocked US$145 million 
last financial.  

Two Types of Human 
hair are collected in In-
dia: Remy, the best grade 
collected from temples 
where pilgrims donate 
their hair as part of a reli-
gious vow and Non-Remy, 
slightly lower quality in 
terms of length and other 
attributes which are col-
lected from households 
and non-temple sources 
by small groups in villag-
es and cities which are 
seggregated and sold to 
hair dealers.

Illegal trading from 
Hyderabad to Myanmar 
was uncovered by ED, 
linked to `11,793 crore 
human hair smuggling. 
Investigation reveals sus-
pected money laundering 
scheme involving benami 

shell companies, overly 
undervalued exports, and 
hawala transactions. This 
smuggling operation re-
portedly involves trans-
portation from Hyder-
abad airport and through 
various land routes to 
neighboring countries. 
Shockingly, whole of the 
scam was orchestrated by 
just one company based 
out of Hyderabad, Nayla 
Family Exports Private 
Ltd. 

In 2021, action was 
taken against Nayla Fam-
ily Exports Private Ltd, 
based in Hyderabad, for 
their involvement in the 
smuggling racket. They 
were accused of utilizing 
benami import-export 
codes, engaging in imper-
sonation, and commit-
ting forgery in connection 
with the illicit operation. 
The alleged money laun-
dering activities were 
conducted through what 
is termed as a “three-
point corridor” involving 
Hyderabad, Mizoram, 
and Myanmar. 

Amid the hair loss 
issue affecting the Chi-
nese population, hair 
smuggled from Hyder-
abad has been transport-
ed to China, as well as 
other countries such as 
Myanmar, Bangladesh, 
and Vietnam. The report 
provided details on how 
the illicit funds are rout-
ed back to Hyderabad 
from traders operating 
in Myanmar and oth-
er countries where the 
items eventually illegal-
ly reached. A significant 

amount of cash totaling 
`2,491 crore, which ac-
counts for over 21% of 
the total sum of `11,793 
crore, was deposited into 
various accounts after 
being routed through a 
complex web of multiple 
channels. 

In February 2022, the 
Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) carried out ex-
tensive searches across 
the country, revealing a 
clandestine operation 
focused on exporting 
hair to Myanmar. The 
Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) took prompt 
action, initiating cases 
in 2021 against Nayla 
Family Exports Private 
Ltd for allegedly partic-
ipating in illicit practic-
es, including the use of 
fictitious Import-Export 
Codes (IEC), imperson-
ation, and forgery. Nayla 
allegedly created multi-
ple shell (benami) com-
panies to export hair at 
drastically undervalued 
prices. According to re-
ports, these shell entities 
are dissolved whenever 
they come under scrutiny 
from tax authorities, with 
new IECs subsequently 
created. Payments, esti-
mated at around `8,000 
crore annually, are be-
lieved to have been re-
ceived through “mule” 
bank accounts, or hawala 
networks or through Chi-
nese apps like Dokypay 
and Linkyun. These shell 
companies, majorly in 
the Northeast and Kolk-
ata, from where the mass 
shipments were sent on-

ward via land, first to 
Myanmar and then to 
China. 

Indian human hair, 
discarded as waste after 
haircuts, holds immense 
value overseas. Indi-
an human hair is highly 
sought after, globally, 
contributing significantly 
to Indian export indus-
try. Raw Human Hair are 
mainly collected from 
households, beauty par-
lours, salons, and more 
so majorly from temples 
and these primarily ca-
ter to the beauty market 
globally. The Indian hu-
man hair export trade 
clocked US$145 million 
last financial, excluding 
billions those were trad-
ed illegally.  

Two Types of Human 
hair are collected in In-
dia: Remy, the best grade 
collected from temples 
where pilgrims donate 
their hair as part of a reli-
gious vow and Non-Remy, 
slightly lower quality in 
terms of length and other 
attributes which are col-
lected from households 
and non-temple sources 
by small groups in villag-
es and cities which are 
seggregated and sold to 
hair dealers. Addressing 
this human hair smug-
gling is challenging and 
may take time due to 
its complex nature and 
widespread implications. 
Human Hair exports were 
earlier allowed without 
any restrictions which 
was making human hair 
smuggling easier without 
any easy detection meth-
odology. However, DGFT 
is looking at ways to to-
tally halt the illegal trad-
ing. Looking at the huge 
illegal trading of Indian 
human hair, export rules 
were amended. Now an 
exporter would have to 
seek specific permis-
sion or licence from the 
Directorate of Foreign 
Trade (DGFT) under the 
Ministry of Commerce 
& Industry. This move 
according to hair indus-
try, would help in check-
ing alleged smuggling of 
the product from India 
and also streamline the 
export trade. It is also 
imperative that the gov-
ernment frames more 
stringent punitive laws 
to terrorise and dissuade 
them from taking to illic-
it routes to make illegal 
money. 

`12,000 Cr HUMAN 
HAIR  SMUGGLING
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OUR CORRESPON-
DENT

There is widespread re-
sentment among the peo-
ple of UT of Puducherry 
related to the hurried 
legalization of the ille-
gal Cricket Association 
of Puducherry (CAP) 
building constructed on 
the government land il-
legally grabbed by Siech-
em’s Damodaran. Added 
is that Whistle Blowers 
and social activists fight-
ing against wrong-doing, 
corruption and govern-
ment land grabbing are 
threatened with goons, 
allegedly orchestrated by 
Damodaran, with police 
standing as a silent spec-
tators. When the Siech-
em’s owner Damodaran 
thought that with the le-
galization of the grabbed 
land all would go silent 
has proved wrong and 
the same has come back 
to haunt him all over 
again. It is only natural 
that this legalization of 
grabbed fertile and pre-
mium government land is 
allowed to be retained by 
the illegal grabbers post 
legalization per special 
government orders, this 
would become a prece-
dent and encourage sev-
eral others to willfully 
grab huge pieces of gov-
ernment land. 

Grabbing of huge gov-
ernment land and con-
verting this into legal 
land for the Cricket As-
sociation of Puducherry 
(CAP) managed by Da-
modaran of Siechem 
Technology Private Lim-
ited has come into the 
fore all over again. In fact 
Siechem itself has been 
charged with encroach-
ing upon government 
land and that it has let 
out on lease a portion 
of this for CAP and con-
struction of illegal Crick-
et ground on this illegally 
grabbed land. 

Allegations are that 
Damodaran’s Siechem 
company in Thutdipat-
ta village next to Ba-
gur in Puducherry, has 
encroached upon and 
grabbed huge pieces of 
fertile government land 
along with a canal used 
for agriculture purpos-
es, a part of which it has 
leased out to the CAP. In-
terestingly the special le-
galization of the grabbed 
fertile government land 
has been ratified for 

whole of the Siechem oc-
cupied land in the name 
of Siechem and not spe-
cifically in the name of 
CAP.  People in the terri-
tory allegedly refer his as 

420 Damodaran, as 
he had hoodwinked the 
administration bosses 
to legalise his fearlessly 
grabbed government’s 
fertile land. 

Investigations against 
complaints then, includ-
ing that of Bharathi-
dasan Cricket Club of 
Puducherry, then had 
proved the prime premi-
um fertile government 
land grab worth several 
hundreds of cores by Da-
modaran’s Siechem. 

The then bold fire-
brand Lt Governor Kiran 
Bedi ordered immediate 
demolition and posses-
sion of the grabbed land. 
The then Collector Dr 
Arun took steps to im-
plement the LG order 
re-confiscate the alien-
ated lands, for which 
he was unceremonious-
ly transferred when the 
Rangasamy government 
came to power in 2021. 
Meanwhile, the smart 
and cunning Damodaran 
managed a stay from the 
court to halt the demo-
lition and taking over of 
the grabbed land by the 
UT government.

It is alleged that it 
was then the allegedly 
corrupt Vallavan, touted 
to be close to the Chief 
Minister, was appoint-
ed in place of Dr Arun 
and was also give several 
other plum departments 
to Head. When Vallavan 
was appointed, the work 

of transferring the alien-
ated lands to Siechem 
Technology Private Lim-
ited started.

It is alleged that the 
former Collector of 
Pondicherry Valavan or-
chestrated a meeting be-
tween Damodaran and 
N Rangaswamy who had 
just taken over as the new 
Chief Minister of the UT 
and ensured the grabbed 
land was legally handed 
over to him against with-
drawal of the complaint 
Damodaran filed to get 
the stay to halt demoli-
tion of the CAP cricket 
ground illegally built. 

For this illegal lease, 
Puducherry Town Coun-
try Planning Board Com-
mittee meeting was held 
on 5.8.2022. It is alleged 
that the former Collector 
with the approval of the 
CMO and Lt Governor 
ensured legal approval 
was given to the grabbed 
fertile government land 
to Siechem Technology, 
allegedly against huge il-
licit bribe money, say the 
public. The legal lease 
order was issued by then 
Kantar Selvan, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of City 
Planning. Subsequent-
ly, it is alleged, the lease 
deed was publicly regis-
tered in the office of the 
Sub-Registrar, Willianur. 
The irony is that the deed 
mentions that the lessor 
is Siechem Technology 
Private Limited and the 
lessee is Cricket Asso-
ciation of Puducherry 
(CAP). So its was not a 
government land lease 
to CAP but direct hand-
ing over of the grabbed 

land to Damodaran in his 
company Siechem name, 
who in turn leased it out 
to CAP, making the gov-
ernment land grab abso-
lutely legal. 

People are annoyed 
that even both Pondi-
cherry CMO and Lt Gov-
ernor acted passively and 
endorsed the decision to 
award legal status to the 
illegally grabbed fertile 
government land. 

There are several oth-
er allegations too that 
Damodaran has been 
acting for the business-
man Srinivasan who once 
owned directly the Chen-
nai Kings team in IPL. 
Allegations, to the shock 
of sports persons, are pil-
ing up against Damoda-
ran that he in connivance 
with some administra-
tion officials and staff, 
with the blessings of top 
bosses in the government 
and the administration, 
have been illegally in-
ducting outsiders into 
the Puducherry Cricket 
team using forged per-
sonal identity documents 
to illicitly prove that they 
are local residents of the 
UT. Naturally, these are 
done allegedly against 
huge bribe money. The lo-
cal talents are denied en-
try into the cricket team. 

Several Social Service 
organizations with evi-
dence had pointed out 
that players from Andhra, 
Kerala and northern 
states are being fraud-
ulently included in the 
Puducherry cricket team. 
Lawspet Chandiran, a 
honest Social Worker, 
has been raising his voice 

from time to time about 
the Cricket Association 
of Puducherry (CAP)’s 
impersonation scandals 
and government land en-
croachments and legaliz-
ing illegal land grabbing. 
At one point he even ap-
proached the Madras 
High Court for justice. 
He has been fighting 
for return of the illegal-
ly grabbed government 
land and that only bona-
fide genuine UT of Pondi-
cherry talents be induct-
ed into the cricket team, 
trained and made to par-
ticipate in Ranji Trophy, 
T20 and other matches 
and all the illegally in-
ducted players against 
forged documents be re-
moved immediately. But 
he was allegedly thrashed 
by hired goons to silence 
him and his alleged fight 
against Damaodaran. 

These sent shock 
waves across and the 
public were aghast that 
how Chief Minister Ran-
gaswamy is being coaxed 
by few officials and out-
siders to damage the 
CM’s clean image. 

People now demand 
that the order of former 
Lt Governor Kiran Bedi, 
be upheld, demolish the 
illegal CAP structure 
and reclaim the illegal-
ly grabbed and awarded 
land to Siechem. Peo-
ple of the territory who 
are passionate about 
their Chief Minister 
want this government 
land reclaimed and the 
wrong-doers punished 
so that the CM who was 
coaxed into this comes 
out clean.  

420 DAMODARAN IN 
THE DOCK AGAIN


